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Introduction

The purpose of this Combined Impact Assessment (CIA) is to ensure that the policies and
strategies that we develop promote the Arts Council's overall priorities. In this case this
means Equalities, Welsh language, and the 7 Well-being goals of the Future Generations
Act (WFGA).

The CIA contributes to effective policy making by encouraging us to think about the
impact and consequences of our work. By specifically addressing these issues at the
earliest planning stage, we're more likely to develop proposals that best meet Council's
priorities. And if this process identifies issues or problems, we have the opportunity to take
mitigating action to put things right. This helps us to meet our requirements under the
Equality Act 2010, Welsh Language Measure 2011 and Well-being of Future Generations
Act.

Throughout this document we use the word 'Proposal' to refer to what we are assessing.
In this context, this term includes strategies, projects, policies, programmes and
initiatives, including both new and any existing that are undergoing significant
change/update.

Please respond to the following questions, providing appropriate levels of detail.

1. What are the main aims/purposes/outcomes of the Proposal?

This fund is designed to help organisations stay afloat during a period of acute
financial pressure due to COVID-19. Ongoing restrictions on the resuming of activity
caused by social distancing rules add to the uncertainty for artists and arts
organisations. Helping to address these pressures is the central purpose of this fund.

There are two elements to the fund - a revenue allocation of £35.5m and a small
capital allocation of £2.0m. The fund will consider support for businesses of all sizes
which employ staff, including social enterprises, charitable organisations and
commercial companies. Organisations who need help with the capital costs of
making venues and facilities COVID-safe can apply to the separate Capital scheme
for support above £2,000.

The fund will be targeted towards those who support and promote publicly
accessible arts activity in Wales. Particular attention will be given to those who are
experiencing significant financial pressures, including the consequences of the
ending of the UK Government's Job Retention Scheme.

This fund does not support all organisation types or individuals / freelance
practitioners. Support for these sectors is funded through other strands of the
Culture Recovery Fund managed directly by the Welsh Government. This fund
complements other COVID-19 response measures to support businesses, social
enterprises and charitable organisations.
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