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Summary

While most of the population continues to participate in more cultural activities at
home, over half really miss attending events and venues

Over half of the population continue to really miss going to cultural events and venues (57%) with
the strength of this feeling increasing for some as restrictions continue.

However, engagement with cultural activities at home continues to be important. As seen in July,
during October and November over a third of the population reported spending more time reading,
watching films, drama and documentaries on streaming services and broadcast television and
listening to music than a year ago.

Participation in online substitutes for events in venues is declining and interest in taking
part in these types of online activities in future is low

Whilst the vast majority of the population are spending time listening to music, watching television
and/or reading, a somewhat smaller percentage (20%) continue to take part in online activities which
could be considered as substitutes to attending venues (e.g. watching performances online, going on
virtual tours of galleries). The percentage of people participating in these types of activity has
decreased from 33% since the initial lockdown period.

Only around a third of those who have watched an online performance had paid or made a voluntary
donation in return for watching, just 1 in 10 state that they would definitely like to join cultural
events online in future and less than 1in 20 would be willing to pay for this type of activity.
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Reasons given for this type of event not appealing include the lack of atmosphere, no real audience
interaction and a feeling that events would be no better than watching existing content on
television.

Despite the easing of lockdown in summer allowing some re-opening of venues few
Scots took the opportunity to attend and experiences were mixed

20% of the population have attended a cinema, museum, gallery or attended a performance in
Scotland since lockdown rules eased in the summer.

The profile of those who attended was generally younger and largely people who felt that arts and
culture were an important part of their life.

However over half of these participants rated the quality of experience as just ‘quite good” or for a
small percentage ‘poor’ with issues mentioned included concerns over other attendees (e.g.
crowding, not following rules) and the required safeguards such as face coverings limiting levels of
enjoyment.
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