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Introduction
By Baroness Hallett

Chair of the Inquiry

Welcome to our April  newsletter. 

The Inquiry’s job is to find out about 

what happened during the Covid-19 

pandemic. 

Covid-19 is a virus that started to 

spread around the world from 2020. 

This newsletter is about:

• My latest report, about vaccines 

and drugs used to treat covid-19

• Module 2 update

• Future reports 

• Sharing stories 
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Module 4: vaccines and 

therapeutics 

Module 4 was about how vaccines and 

therapeutics were made and used 

during the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Vaccines teach your body to recognise 

and fight a virus. Then you are less likely 

to get ill. 

Therapeutics are drugs that helped 

many people to recover from Covid-19.

The Module 4 report tells you about: 

• things we learned at the hearings 

• people’s stories, gathered by 

Every Story Matters 

• Baroness Hallett’s recommendations
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https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/every-story-matters/
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Vaccines and drugs were made very 

quickly. 

The UK was already very good at this 

kind of work before the pandemic. 

The first vaccine was ready 1 year after 

the pandemic started. 

There was some good work done to 

make sure that the vaccines were as 

safe as possible. 

 

Things that went well 
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Things that need to change

There are 5 big things that 

governments must do to make sure 

we are ready for another pandemic. 

1. Set up an Advisory Panel 

The people on the panel should 

know a lot about making vaccines 

and drugs. 

The panel should make sure that the 

UK can make and buy: 

• vaccines

• drugs and treatments
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2. Make plans to encourage people 

to take vaccines 

The plans should say: 

• what will be done to encourage 

people to take vaccines

• how to tell everyone about the 

vaccines

3. Collect information about 

vaccinations

Understand how many people get 

vaccinated, and why some people 

choose not to. 

Use this information to encourage 

more people to get vaccines. 
6

Plans

=

Your Vaccine
Appointment

to have
a tris your turn

vaccine
Covid-19 N



4. Find out how safe new vaccines 

and drugs are

This should be done by regulators.

It is their job is to make sure that 

vaccines and drugs are safe. 

Help the regulators to see people’s 

health information. This will help them 

to do their job well. 

5. Change the Vaccine Damage 

Payment Scheme

The scheme gives money to people 

who have been hurt by vaccines. 

The amount people get should be 

more. It should also be fairer. 
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Link to the full report 

In Brief: a short version

Easy Read of the short version 

Here is a video of Baroness Hallett 

talking about her recommendations:

Link to video on YouTube

How to get the Module 4 report
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https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/documents/module-4-full-report/
https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/documents/module-4-in-brief-report/
https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/13102221/Covid-inquiry-Module-4-in-brief-EASY-READ-v4-.pptx-1.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2F3RBRYN4to
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Module 2 update

The Covid-19 Inquiry’s recommendations 

are about what must be done to make 

sure we are ready for another pandemic. 

The recommendations are for the UK’s  

4 Governments: 

• UK Government 

• Welsh Government

• Scottish Government 

• Northern Ireland Executive 
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After each Covid-19 Inquiry report is 

published, Baroness Hallett writes to 

the 4 governments. 

She asks them to tell her what they are 

going to do.  

All 4 governments have replied to the 

Inquiry about Module 2. This was about 

how governments made decisions. 

The replies tell us that the governments 

are doing things to be more prepared 

for a pandemic in the future. 

You can read their replies here: 

Module 2 replies

We will get more updates in xxx, for 

Module x.

https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/inquiry-recommendations/#section_2_module-2
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More reports will be published during 

2026 and early 2027.

Published means everyone can get 

them from our website.  

The reports are about:

• Buying equipment and services 

• Adult social care 

• Test trace and isolate 

• Children and young people 

• Money that was used to support 
people

• How the pandemic affected society

Future reports  
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Every Story Matters was how the 

Inquiry listened to the experiences of 

people across the UK. 

People from all over the UK shared 

58,000 stories about the pandemic. 

The stories are a very important part of 

the Inquiry. 

We want to share the stories with the 

UK Data Service. 

This means that researchers can learn 

from the stories in the future. 

Sharing stories  
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https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/
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People’s names and other personal 

information will be removed. 

After this, the stories will go to 

The National Archives. People’s names 

will be stored with this information. The 

names will be kept secret for 100 years.  

If you do not want your story to be 

shared, fill in this form: 

Every Story Matters Withdrawal Form

You must have the unique code that 

was given to you when you shared your 

story. 

Here is a video with more information. 
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VouTube

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfusfTcQ0PY9wxtT0NZu2qhmt1JkeLuApNFD5Hw7m5RDQaE8g/viewform
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=quNkM4VQzm8&t=1s

