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Arts Council England champions, develops and invests in artistic and
cultural experiences that enrich people’s lives. We support a range of
activities across the arts, museums and libraries — from theatre to digital
art, reading to dance, music to literature, and crafts to collections. Great art
and culture inspires us, brings us together and teaches us about ourselves
and the world around us. In short, it makes life better. Between 2015 and
2018, we plan to invest £1.1 billion of public money from government and

an estimated £700 million from the National Lottery to help create these
experiences for as many people as possible across the country.

For more information, please visit www.artscouncil.org.uk

New Local Government Network (NLGN) is an independent think tank that
seeks to transform public services, revitalise local political leadership and
empower local communities. NLGN is publishing this report as part of its
programme of research and innovative policy projects, which we hope will
be of use to policy makers and practitioners. The views expressed are
however those of the authors and not necessarily those of NLGN.
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SIR PETER BAZALGETTE
Chair, Arts Council England

From Jennie Lee’s Arts White Paper in 1965 to the new DCMS White
Paper this year, the vital role of local authorities in investing in our arts
and culture has been a constant.

Underpinning the role of local government has been the partnership with
national agencies - the Arts Council, who invest around £700 million each
year and our National Museums with their annual £450 million. But still the
most significant are the local authorities. Collectively they invest £1.1 billion
in museums, theatres, libraries — more than the others combined.

They do this because they recognise the value of art and culture to their
local quality of life, to attracting tourists and skilled workers, to boosting
their creative economies, and to the reputation of their place.

But as this paper and my speech alongside it show, local authority budgets
are under unprecedented pressure. In some areas significant cuts are being
made to museums, libraries and the arts. We know that local authorities will
be asked to find even more substantial savings in the years to come. It's the
biggest challenge arts and culture faces at the moment.

The most innovative places are finding ways to support culture despite

the difficult choices they face. This could be through innovative trusts or
foundations, sharing administration costs, or helping cultural organisations
through reduced rents or business rates. Another important new route is how
culture can help local health and environmental priorities. The Arts Council
will be working hard to make sure these great ideas are widely shared.

| would like to thank the New Local Government Network for their help

in preparing this report. This clear statement of the landscape for local
authority funding of arts and culture shows us the scale of the task at hand.
The Arts Council’s message to our local authority partners is simple. ‘If
you’re in, we're in’. In partnership with businesses, universities and others
we'll do our best to make it work and continue to invest in the manifest
benefits of arts and culture.
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