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26 August 2020

Kevin Stewart
Minister for Local Government, Housing and Planning

By email: MinisterGHP@gov.scot

Dear Kevin,

Coronavirus (Scotland) Act (2020)

lam writing to you concerning the extension of the Coronavirus (Scotland) Act (2020) and provisions
within the Act relating to evictions. Local Government welcomes the extension of the provisions within
the Act which aim to safeguard local communities from the effects of the pandemic over the coming
months.

During discussions at the fortnightly meeting of the Housing Resilience Chairs you conveyed a
willingness to work with local government in reviewing the provisions of the Act, and any unintended
consequences arising from its extension. Following discussions with local government about the Act
and its impact upon local authority landlords | wanted to highlight three areas whereby further joint
working would be welcome.

Firstly, in relation to evictions (Grounds 7 and 8) relating to anti-social behaviour, local government
request that the notice period for evictions is retained at 28 days. Discussions with local officers
indicate that in a small number of cases, anti-social behaviour can result in risk to other tenants and
lead to difficulties in allocating adjoining properties where a tenant exhibiting anti-social behaviour
resides. In such instances, councils are unable to allocate neighbouring properties which is further
exacerbating the challenges we face in allocating void properties to those in housing need.

Anti-social behaviour also has an impact on wider community cohesion. Local government are well
placed to support tenants and mediate neighbour disputes relating to anti-social behaviour and will
continue to do so, using eviction powers as a last resort. If the eviction period for anti-social behaviour
is retained at 28 days, we would welcome working with the Scottish Government, and housing sector
partners, to develop good practice guidance to support tenants evicted for anti-social behaviour.

Secondly, we would welcome a discussion about Discretionary Housing Payment and how it can be
used to support tenants experiencing hardship. Financial support to tenants over the coming months
will be crucial to ensure tenancy starts, sustainment and the prevention of homelessness. However,
evidence from local officers indicates that work to link up DHP and Universal Credit is resulting in
delays and in some instances exclusion from access to financial support. | am also aware that the
remit of DHP has evolved over time. A review to examine how this process can be improved and the
administration work associated with it is supported will help ensure local government can deliver
support to vulnerable households in the coming months.

Finally, it is crucial that in extending the Act, clear joint messaging between local government and the
Scottish Government is achieved which conveys the importance of paying rent, both for tenants and
the recovery of the housing sector in the longer term. | welcome an opportunity to work in partnership
with you to develop such messaging which will ensure that tenants are clear that an extension to
evictions for non-payment of rent is not interpreted as a 'rent holiday'.
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| welcome further discussions on these issues and would be happy to provide further evidence and
detail on the concerns of local government at your request.

Kind Regards

Personal Data

Councillor Elena Whitham
Spokesperson for Community Wellbeing

INQ000653389_0002
INQ0006533890002


