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Subject Arrangements for international travel from 17 May 2021
100 word UK wide action to prevent importing infection through
summary international travel is an important means of controlling Covid-

19. The global position on emerging variants remains a key
driver for maintaining stringent border restrictions.

Following work undertaken by a UK Government-led Global
Travel Taskforce, the UK Government is working to remove
restrictions on non-essential outbound travel in England from
17 May 2021 and the Joint Biosecurity Committee’s Technical
Board has agreed a methodology for placing countries on red,
amber and green lists. This advice considers the possibilities
for Wales in this area post 17 May 2021.

Timing Urgent. The UK Government and Scottish Government have
announced their decisions in respect of international travel from
17 May 2021. Significant pressure is building to confirm the
intentions for Wales and to move quickly to make legislative
changes.

Recommendation | You are asked to agree Option 1 in this advice which would
include removing legal restrictions on non-essential outbound
international travel and adding countries to the ‘green list’ (i.e.
those where self-isolation is not required upon arrival). If you
agree Option 1, you are asked to consider the arrangements
proposed for mitigating risks associated arrivals from green list
countries.
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Decision report This decision does require a Decision Report which may be
published at any time.
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Background

1. As elsewhere in the UK, non-essential international travel is currently unlawful
Traveling without completing a travel Declaration Form could result in a £60
penalty for a first-time office and actually travelling without a reasonable excuse
could result in a £5k fixed penalty notice.

2. In addition for England and Wales, different requirements apply to arriving
travellers depending on whether they are entering from countries on the red list or
elsewhere (amber list). Currently, other than pupils returning to boarding schools,
nobody can legally enter Wales if they have been in a red list country within the
previous 10 days. They are required to access via a designated port in England
or Scotland and stay in a hotel managed quarantine facility for a minimum of 10
days.

3. If a person is found in Wales after being in a red list country within the previous 10
days, they would be subject to a £10k fixed penalty and required to isolate at an
address in Wales under the management of the Arriving Travellers Team. We
are working with the UK Government to establish arrangements which would
provide the option in these circumstances of transferring people into a managed
quarantine hotel facility in England.

4. Anyone returning to Wales from an amber list country is required to isolate at
home and take tests on days 2 and 8. Advice for strengthening monitoring of
isolation requirements in respect of people arriving from amber list countries has
been agreed (MA/FM/1625/21).

5. The UK Government (UKG) established a Global Travel Taskforce (GTT) to
consider the future of international travel. Its report was published on 9 April
which proposed a ‘traffic-light’ risk rating system for international travel. This is
summarised at Annex 2.

6. The GTT’s report proposes checkpoints for reviewing the requirements of the
‘traffic light’ system on 17 May, 28 June, 31 July and 1 October 2021. The UK
Government also proposes to review countries’ RAG ratings on a three week
cycle, while leaving the option to move a country to a higher risk category at any
point if considered necessary in the light of emerging evidence.

7. Atits meeting on 26 April 2021, the Joint Biosecurity Committee’s (JBC'’s)
Technical Board reviewed the methodology which underpinned the country risk
assessment rating. The methodology was agreed in principle at the meeting, but
points were raised on the importance of ensuring that high incidence of infection
metrics continues to form a key part of assessments alongside Variants of
Concern (VoC) and high-risk Variants Under Investigation (Vul) review and
traveller test positivity estimates needing to consider not only country of departure
but all countries travellers may have visited in the previous 10 days.
Consideration was also given to the value of sub-national analyses, such as
groups of Greek islands.

8. Notably, while it was agreed that countries would be added to the green list by
exception only, there was some disagreement over whether the default starting
point for country risk assessments should be set at “amber” or “red”. The JBC
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