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MINISTERIAL ADVICE

For decision by: Minister for Health and Social Services
Minister for Finance and Trefnydd

Copied to: All Ministers, Deputy Ministers and the Counsel General

Subject Amendments to the Health Protection (Coronavirus,
International Travel) (Wales) Regulations 2020 and the Health
Protection (Coronavirus Restrictions) (No. 5) (Wales)

Regulations 2020
100 word The Minister for Health and Social Services is asked to agree
summary amendments to the Health Protection (Coronavirus,

International Travel) (Wales) Regulations 2020 and the Health
Protection (Coronavirus Restrictions) (No. 5) (Wales)
Regulations 2020.

If the Minister for Health and Social Services is content the
Legislative Codes Office will provide a final version of the
Health Protection (Coronavirus, International Travel and
Restrictions) (Amendment) (Wales) Regulations 2021 that he
will be asked to make today, 8 January 2021.

Timing URGENT

The Minister for Health and Social Services is asked to agree
the amendments proposed by the Health Protection
(Coronavirus, International Travel and Restrictions)
(Amendment) (Wales) Regulations 2021 urgently to enable
them to be made and subsequently laid before the Senedd
today.

They will come into force at 04:00 hours on Saturday 9
January 2021.

Recommendation | The Minister for Health and Social Services is asked to:

1. Note the reason for legislation is to respond to coronavirus
and agree the amendments to be made to the Health
Protection (Coronavirus, International Travel) (Wales)
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Regulations 2020 and the Health Protection (Coronavirus
Restrictions) (No. 5) (Wales) Regulations 2020.

2. Agree and make the Regulations, which will be submitted
by the Legislative Codes Office subsequent to this advice.

3. Agree the Explanatory Memorandum (Doc 2) and for this
to be laid with the Regulations on 8 January 2021.

4. Agree the letter (Doc 1) to the Llywydd in order to make
her aware that the Regulations have been made.

Decision report This decision does not require a Decision Report as it relates
to legislation.
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ADVICE
Background

1. The Health Protection (Coronavirus, International Travel) (Wales) Regulations
2020/574 (“the Regulations”) were brought into force on 8 June 2020. Between
the 8 June and 9 July 2020, the Regulations required all persons arriving at ports
from outside of the common travel area (which is the United Kingdom, the
Channel Islands, the Isle of Man, and Ireland), subject to exemptions for certain
categories of person, to provide information about where they would reside when
in Wales (“passenger information”) and to isolate for 14 days following arrival.

2. From the 10 July onwards, the Regulations have been amended to exempt
arrivals from certain countries and territories from the need to isolate days, as well
as amending exceptions to the need to isolate and some categories of persons
who are exempt from the requirements of the Regulations. As of 10 December
2020, the isolation period was reduced to 10 days. Countries are exempted on
the basis of a risk categorisation system developed by the UK government. All
low risk countries are included in the list of exempt countries in the Regulations
but medium risk countries are only included where they have a reciprocal
arrangement in place for arrivals from the UK. The advice provided in
MA/FM/2236/20" on 8 July for the amendments in respect of those Regulations is
still valid.

3. Since introducing provision for exempt countries and territories, there have been
changes made to remove and add countries from the list.

Revised JBC risk assessment

4. The key principles of the revised JBC risk assessment, as agreed by the four UK
CMOs on the 5 October 2020 are set out in MA/VG/3347/20 and were reviewed
on 2 November 2020 when the CMOs agreed:

¢ Toretain an absolute maximum threshold. When it binds, it can create a
paradox where incidence rates are lower in an overseas country / territory
than in the UK, yet a traveller must quarantine on return. CMOs felt this
appropriate when:

a) An overseas country/territory’s health system is not coping and so
confidence in reported data falls.

b) Significant transmission risk exists on return journeys to the UK.

c) UK residents are asked to restrict their movement to protect UK public
health — so to be consistent inbound travellers are asked to restrict their
movement if exposed to this infection rate overseas.

d) UK’s health system and ICU beds are at full capacity and inbound
travellers would add further pressures to the health system.

" The Health Protection (International Travel etc.) (Wales) (Amendment) Regulations 2020

INQO00361673_0003










































