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Briefing Note for Meeting: COVID-O | 1330-1500 | On: | 06/01/2021
COVID OPERATIONS COMMITTEE

Agenda

1) Pre-Departure Passenger Testing | 13:30 - 14:15
Secretary of State for Transport

2) South Africa Variant | 14:15 - 14:30
Secretary of State for Transport

3) 8th Statutory Review of Public Health Measures at the Border | 14:30 -
14:45
Secretary of State for Transport

4) Weekly Travel Corridors | 14:45 - 15:00
Secretary of State for Transport

Author.'g Name Redacted |

Committee background and organisation

The last meeting of the Committee to which DA ministers were invited was on 17
December. It was chaired by the Chief Secretary to the Treasury, and covered

e Travel corridors
e EU COVID-19 Border Restrictions

The meeting preceded the French Government’s ban on travellers from the UK,
including freight hauliers, on 20 December. Several other European countries
announced such bans but the French Government was the only one to include
freight hauliers.

1) Pre-Departure Passenger Testing

Points to make

e We must be very clear in our public communications that although these
restrictions are being made under public health legislation for England
they do not apply to travel to England from elsewhere in the UK.

e We should implement these measures in agreement with the DAs as one
UK with the same set of exemptions. This may mean having to delay any
announcement for England to give our DA colleagues sufficient time.

¢ We should aim for joined up public communications with the DAs
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The paper proposes that all international arrivals into England should undergo pre-
departure testing and have to provide evidence of a negative result to travel
operators. Travellers from the Republic of Ireland would be included, but
crucially not those from elsewhere in the UK or from the Crown Dependencies.
There would be certain exemptions, including hauliers. Public health legislation (for
England) would be used, not immigration legislation.

CDL briefed the FMs yesterday evening about the plans, so as to give the FMs
opportunity to consider the proposals before today’s meeting. The intention is that
the UK Government will make a public announcement on Friday. The FM Scotland
was strongly supportive of pre-departure testing and felt it was the minimum needed.
She said there would be a need to ensure the details are worked through, including
where responsibility lies when people arrive in the UK without a valid test. The paper
notes that the DAs may not be able to bring measures into force at the same time. In
practice the DAs will have had almost no time to consider the matter properly and we
run the risk of a fragmented approach if the UK Government makes an
announcement as early as tomorrow. To get a joined up approach it may be
necessary to delay any announcement.

2) South African variant

Points to make

¢ Unless we act as one UK to contain the spread of the South African
variant it will spread rapidly here.

At its meeting on 22 December SAGE concluded that the variant in South Africa has
some similar and some different mutations to the variant first observed in London
and south east England, that it is spreading rapidly and has mutations that raise
theoretical concerns in terms of immune recognition. Covid-O agreed on 23
December to a ban on entry for visitors from South Africa.

The paper proposes that the current restrictions on travel from South Africa to the
UK should remain in place, that is to say a ban on the arrival of aircraft in England
which have travelled directly from South Africa; a ban on entry for visitors into
England who have been in or transited through South Africa in the previous 10 days;
the removal of all sector-specific exemptions from the requirement to self-isolate for
people arriving into England from South Africa; passengers arriving in England
having been in South Africa during the previous 10 days cannot be released from
self-isolation through the “Test to Release” scheme; a requirement for British and
Irish nationals, longer-term visa holders and permanent residents who travel to
England directly or indirectly from South Africa to self-isolate for 10 days upon arrival
in England along with their households; that equivalent restrictions, except for a ban
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on the arrival of aircraft due to a lack of direct flights, are imposed on all southern
African countries.

3) 8th Statutory Review of Public Health Measures at the Border

International travel restrictions relating to England are made under the Health
Protection (Coronavirus, International Travel) (England) Regulations 2020. The
regulations must be reviewed formally by 11 January. The paper recommends that
the continuance of the regulations, but with no further exemption for seasonal poultry
workers and with minor amendments for elite sports players.

4) Weekly review of travel corridors

On 17 December the Committee agreed that the US Virgin Islands, Namibia and
Uruguay should be removed from the list of travel corridors for England. The paper
for this meeting reiterates the proposals in the paper on the South African variant. It
also proposes that Israel and Jerusalem should be removed from the list of travel
corridors.

The two largest areas of discrepancy between the UK Government and the DAs in
respect of travel corridors are that

(a) the DAs have declined to implement a version of the test to release scheme
(whereby a traveller after five days can pay for a private sector Covid-19 test, and, if
found to be negative, can be released from quarantine), and

(b) the DAs have not agreed to implement an exemption for business travellers
responsible for significant investments in the UK economy.

At the meeting on 17 December Covid-O agreed that there should be a future
discussion with DA Ministers on business travel.
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