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International Travel — UKG COVID-O meetings

From the outset of the response to manage the International Travel policy to prevent
to the importation of coronavirus infection from abroad, the weekly Covid O cabinet
office meetings have been a very beneficial vehicle to ensure effective
communication and alignment of policy across the four devolved UK nations.

However since the resumption of international travel in April there has been a lack of
DA involved Covid-O meetings with UKG, to allow agreements to be sought
regarding international travel on a UK wide basis. Recently, UKG decision making
has been at ‘closed’ Covid-O meetings and notification of agreements reached has
been by way of read-outs or updates at officials meetings, Often this can be close to
date of the planned implementation in England. This has resulted in a ‘catch up’
approach for the Northern Ireland, and other DAs, which is causing additional
pressure for all staff involved and has been leading to misalignment across the four
nations.

Furthermore this creates operational difficulties both for passengers and
enforcement officers at the border. Home Office staff advise that they require 5 days
lead in time to process and activate changes to the PLF and booking systems. In
addition, in the case of misalignment, the NI Executive are required to make the
decision of changes to the risk rating of countries, which adds a another level of
approval and time delay for decision making and implementation.

To encourage a resumption of joined up working, | would ask that the regular COVID
O meetings to agree international travel policy are restarted and include the
involvement of all four devolved administrations.
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| am copying this letter to the First Minister, Deputy First Minister and the NI
Secretary of State.

PD

Robin Swann MLA
Minister of Health
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