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Background on the service

From 15 February 2021, everyonel®2anote 11 gllowed to enter England from outside the Common Travel Area (Ireland, the
Channel Islands or the Isle of Man) is required to quarantine for 10 days and take a polymerase chain reaction {PCR)
coronavirus (COVID-18) test on or before day 2 and on or after day 8 of quarantining as part of the Managed Quarantine
Service (MQS). Under the traffic light framework set out on 9 April {to take effect from 17 May 2021 at the earliest). those
returning to England from “green list” countriesfterritories will not be required to quarantine and will need to present a
negative pre-departure test to be taken within the 72 hours before departure as well as only to take a PCR test on or before
day 2 of their arrival.

A countryfterritory may be designated green, amber or red following a ministerial decision-making process. Designations of
countriesfterritories are published by the Department for Transport and are reviewed on a regular basis. Therefore, they are
subject to change and the data released will reflect the lists as they were on the date of release. For more detail see
guidance on entering the UK. This bulletin and the existing Test and Trace bulletin only contain data relating to red list” and
‘amber list” countriestterritories. However, table 3 in the accompanying data tables contains data for all countriessterritories
(including “green list” countries/territories) where a traveller has been registered in the corresponding time period.

People arriving in England who have visited or passed through a countryfterritory where travel to the UK is banned ('red list’
countriesfterritories(2ainote 21y gre required to quarantine in a managed quarantine hotel. Only British or Irish Nationals, or
people with residence rights in the UK, are allowed to do this. People arriving from "amber list” countriesfterritories are
required to quarantine at homelfeoinote 3]
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A full explanation of the data sources and methods used to produce these statistics can be found in the NHS Test and
Trace statistics methodology.

People quarantining

All arrivals who do not meet exemptionsf22note 11 gre required to book a travel test package and complete a passenger
locator form with details of where they will quarantine, either at homel29ne 4 (for “amber list’ countriesfterritories) or in a
managed quarantine hotel (for red list’ countriesfterritories).

Since the MQS launched on 16 February 2021, 477,629 people have started quarantining at home or in a managed
quarantine hotel. Between 22 and 28 April 2021, 21,205 people started quarantining, compared to 25,689 in the previous
week.

In every week since MQS launched, more people were quarantining at home (for "amber list” countries/territories) than in a
managed quarantine hotel (for ‘red list” countriesfterritories). In the latest week, 15,207 were quarantining at home (for
“amber list” countriesfterritories) and 5.998 in a managed quarantine hotel (for red list” countriesfterritories).

The true number of guarantine package bookings for “amber list” arrivals will be higher than what has been reported, as
international arrivals have the option to book their PCR tests via a private provider and these bookings are not yet included
in these figures.

Table 1: number of people starting their quarantine at home or in a managed
quarantine hotel, England arrivals

Previous reporting Current reporting Since MQS launched, 15 Feb
week: number of week: number of to 28 Apr: number of
quarantine packages quarantine packages quarantine packages booked
booked booked
People 20,839 16,207 449,684
quarantining at
home
People 4,750 5,998 27.945
quarantining in a
rmanaged
quarantine hotel
Total 26,689 21.206 477,629

This data can be found in the “table_1" tab of the accompanying data tables. This table was also published as part of the
routine Test and Trace statistics on 6 May 2021.

People taking tests

People guarantining following their arrival in the UK from ‘red list” or “"amber list” countriesfterritories are required to take a
coronavirus {COVID-19) test on or before day 2 and on or after day 8 of their return to the UK. All positive samples are sent
for whole genome sequencing to identify, monitor and limit the number of variants in the UK population. The "day 2" test is
designed to help identify any potentially harmful variants of COVID-19 at the earliest opportunity and provide population-
level variant surveillance. If a person gets a positive result from their day 2 test. they do not need to take ateston day 8. Ifa
person has guarantined for 10 days and received a negative result to both their day 2 and day 8 tests, they may stop
quarantining.

Those arriving from “green list” countries will only have to test negative before departure, and take a coronavirus (COVID-19)
test on or before day 2, and do not have to enter managed quarantine or isolate at home {unless they test positive on the
day 2 test).

Since 11 March 2021, people quarantining at home (from non red list” countriesiterritories) have the option to use tests
from private providers rather than the Test and Trace programme if they wish where tests meet stringent minimum testing
standards. This data is not currently included in the published figures.

This bulletin and the existing Test and Trace bulletin only contain data relating to red list” and "amber list’
countriesfterritories. However, table 3 in the accompanying data tables contains data for all countriesfterritories {including
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‘green list” countriesfterritories) where a traveller has been registered in the corresponding time period.

The number of tests in tables 2 and 3 includes only tests which have been correctly registered against a passenger and
processed by being retumed to a testing facility where a PCR test was carried out on the sample and the resulis of the
sample logged.

The number of tests registered and processed each week will not be the same as the number of people guarantining in that
same week for several reasons:

o the cohort of people starting their quarantine will not be the same cohort of people who take their day 2 testlin a
givenlweek IFor example, people starting their quarantine towards the end of the week will have their day 2 tests fall into
the following weekl

o there may be differences in the population quarantining and those who are required to take a test. for example children
under & do not need to take atest
e passengers with a positive test on day 2 are not required to take a day 8 test

e correct completion and return of test data is required by the person taking the test to ensure that tests are correctly
registered

Between 26 March and 22 April 2021, 186,463 registered and processed tests have been taken by people quarantining at
home (arrivals from “amber list’ countriesfterritories) and 21,392 registered and processed tests have been taken by people
quarantining in a managed quarantine hotel (arrivals from ‘red list’ countriesfterritories).

In this period, more registered and processed tests were taken by people quarantining at home (186,460} than people
quarantining in @ managed quarantine hotel (21,392). Data relating to tests from private providers are not included in these
figures.

Table 2: number of registered and processed PCR tests taken by people quarantining
at home, England arrivals

26 Mar to 22 Apr: number of tests processed and

registered
Day 2 1 quarantining at home ("Amber list” country / territory 100,938
arrivals)
Day 8 I quarantining at home ("Amber list” country / territory 84,526
arrivals)
Total registered tests processed {"Amber list” country / 186,463

territory arrivals)

This data can be found in the “table 2" tab of the accompanying data tables.

Table 3: number of registered and processed PCR tests taken by people quarantining
at a managed quarantine hotel, England arrivals

26 Mar to 22 Apr: number of tests processed
and registered

Day 2 1 quarantining at a managed quarantine hotel {'Red list’ 13.444
country / territory arrivals)

Day 8 1 quarantining at a managed quarantine hotel {'Red list’ 7.948
country / territory arrivals)

Total registered tests processed {'Red list” country | territory 21.392
arrivals)

This data can be found in the table 2" tab of the accompanying data tables.
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