
public health experts, who will liaise with the relevant setting to agree on the most
appropriate action. If they were wearing PPE at the time of the contact, this will not count as
a contact.

@ If someone who works in a health or social care setting is identified as a close recent
contact of someone else, i.e. as a result of a contact outside work, the normal rules apply.

is it true that you have no powers to shut down schools or enforce local
lockdowns?

e This is false. The Coronavirus Act grants the government a range of power to ban mass
gatherings, take steps in relation to school and for public health officers to place restrictions
on people who are potentially infectious.

e In addition to this, the Public Health (Control of Disease) Act 1984 gives the government
powers to impose a wide range of local lockdown options through regulations.
This means local lockdowns can be imposed at the request of local areas.
Local councils already have plans in place to respond to COVID-19 and as always has been
the case, a specialist team from the local authority or PHE will manage any local outbreaks.

is Test and Trace being intreduced too late? Are we behind on our plans to roll it
Gut?
e No. The incidence of COVID-19 has greatly reduced and that is why it is now feasible to

introduce the NHS test and trace service to keep incidence low.
e Contact tracing has been used throughout the COVID-19 response, but as we move into the

next phase of our response (where incidence of the virus is lower and restriction measures
start to be eased), it now needs to play a much greater role.

® Social distancing has heiped us to reduce the reproduction rate of the virus (R), meaning it

is now possible to test every suspected case and, if they test positive, trace and isolate any
close recent contacts they have to stop the spread of the virus further.

e We have created the largest diagnostic testing network in British history, including 50
regional test sites, more than 100 mobile testing units and 3 mega Lighthouse laboratories.
Anyone with symptoms of COVID-1 9 is now eligible for a test to find out if they have the
virus, including under 5s as of today [27 May].

e We have recruited 25,000 contact tracers who will work alongside local public health experts
and online contact tracing services to trace the contacts of anyone who has tested positive
for coronavirus. We have initial capacity to trace the contacts of up to 10,000 people per day
- and will scale up capacity further if needed.

e Although contact tracing has continued in some form throughout, once there was more
widespread transmission of COVID-19 in the community in March we targeted our contact
tracing efforts on the most vulnerable rather than the general population, for instance
carrying out contact tracing in care homes.

e Now we've got the number of new infections each day right down, the number of contacts of
those who've tested positive is small enough that we can be in touch with everyone we need
to.
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