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Subject Changes to arrangements for international travel from October
2021

100 word The UK Government has decided for England from 4 October

summary to:

¢ Merge the current amber and green country lists.

¢ Replace the pre-departure test requirement for fully
vaccinated non-red list arrivals with guidance to take a test
if symptomatic.

¢ Extend the fully vaccinated policy to additional countries
and extend the definition of ‘fully vaccinated’ to those who
have received mixed doses of MHRA-approved vaccines.

And from late October to:
¢ Replace Day 2 PCR tests with LFD tests for fully vaccinated
travellers arriving from non-red list countries.

Advice is provided on the appropriateness of aligning with
these changes.

Timing Urgent. The UK Government has announced its decision and
we need to move quickly to make legislative changes to come
into force on 4 October.

Recommendation | You are asked to agree to:
¢ A merger of the current amber and green country lists.
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¢ Replacing the pre-departure test requirement for fully
vaccinated non-red list arrivals with guidance to take a test
if symptomatic.

¢ Extending the fully vaccinated policy to additional countries.

¢ Extending the definition of ‘fully vaccinated’ to those who
have received mixed doses of MHRA-approved vaccines.

And to note the UK Government’s decision to replace Day 2
PCR tests for fully vaccinated travellers arriving from non-red
list countries and that further information is being sought from
the UK Government prior to a decision being taken on whether
or not to align with this change.

Decision report This decision does require a Decision Report which may be
published at any time.
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Background

1. The UK Government (UKG) established a Global Travel Taskforce (GTT) to
consider the future of international travel. Its report was published on 9 April
which proposed a ‘traffic-light’ risk rating system for international travel. The
GTT’s report proposed checkpoints for reviewing the requirements of the ‘traffic
light' system on 17 May, 28 June, 31 July and 1 October 2021. The UKG has, to
date, been reviewing countries’ RAG ratings on a three week cycle, while leaving
the option to move a country to a higher risk category at any point if considered
necessary in the light of emerging evidence.

2. Following changes made in stages during recent months, the current
arrangements are that all international passengers arriving complete a Passenger
Locator Form (PLF) and that arrivals from:

¢ Red countries take a pre-departure test, enter a managed quarantine hotel
and take Day 2 and 8 post-arrival PCR tests;

¢ Amber countries not fully vaccinated in the UK, US or European countries (i.e.
EU27, EFTA and European microstates of Andorra, Monaco, San Marino and
Vatican City) take a pre-departure test, take Days 2 and 8 post arrival PCR
tests and isolate at a specified address for 10 days;

¢ Amber countries fully vaccinated in the UK, US or European countries take a
pre-departure test and Day 2 PCR test post arrival test; and

¢ Green countries take a pre-departure test and take a Day 2 PCR test post
arrival.

3. The UKG is keen to reopen international travel and brought forward the
checkpoint review scheduled by the GTT for 31 October to 17 September. The
UKG plans a further major review at the end of January 2022.

4. The UKG'’s rationale for making further changes is based on a recognition of the
successful vaccine rollout and a desire to further facilitate international travel in

order to support domestic economic recovery. However, the importation of
Variants of Concern (|[VoC) is still an important consideration.

Advice

5. We have considered each element of the changes now agreed by the UKG for
implementation in England in October 2021.

From 4 October 2021

Merger of amber and green lists

6. This measure aims to establish baseline travel requirements for those arriving
from non-red list countries determined by a traveller’'s vaccination status rather
than the country arrived from. However, as a consequence, unvaccinated
travellers arriving from current green list countries will be subject to more stringent
requirements (i.e. additional requirements to take a Day 8 PCR test and self-
isolate for 10 days) than they are now. As this merger would not in itself increase
public health risks and in view of the proposal (see para 8 below) to recognise
vaccines administered in many countries on the current green list, along with the
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