IN THE COVID PUBLIC INQUIRY

BEFORE THE RT. HON. BARONESS HALLETT

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE

FOURTH WITNESS STATEMENT OF JONATHAN MARRON

1. |, Jonathan Marron, Director General for Primary Care and Prevention at the
Department of Health & Social Care, 39 Victoria Street, Westminster, London,
SW1H OEU will say as follows:

2. | have been asked to provide a witness statement to address an inconsistency
between evidence before the Inquiry and a reference on the GOV.UK website -
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ppe-procurement-in-the-early-
pandemic.(JM4/1 - INQ000477175)

Inconsistency with the GOV.UK website

3. On 17 November 2021, a webpage entitled ‘PPE procurement in the early
pandemic’ was uploaded to the GOV.UK website. This webpage included this

statement:

“A small proportion of offers — approximately 430 of the 24,000 — were

processed through a ‘high priority referral’ route.”

4. The mention on the webpage of 430 offers was incorrect. The statement should
have referred to 430 suppliers. It should be noted that these 430 suppliers are in
addition to the 15,194 suppliers which approached the parallel supply chain via the

Coronavirus Support from Business Scheme.
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5. For clarity, the 24,000 approximate figure mentioned on the webpage represents
the number of offers received from the 15,194 suppliers that registered via the
Coronavirus Support from Business Scheme and were handled outside of the HPL.

The webpage will be amended to make this clear.

6. The data regarding the number of offers is held by Cabinet Office as it was stored
on the Mendix system. They are in the best position to confirm the numbers. The
Department does not hold the data for the number of offers, nor did it on 17

November 2021 when the website was published.

7. We regret that this error was made. The error was made during some last-minute

editing changes whilst working at pace to provide the information to the public.

8. The Department has provided the Inquiry with a substantial quantity of material,
including Table 11 which is a summary of data in my witness statement dated 16
December 2024 [INQO00528391] at Paragraph 730. This table confirms the
Department’s understanding that there was a total of 430 suppliers handled by the

High Priority Lane.

Two further clarifications

9. In addition, the Department would like to make the Inquiry aware of two further

clarifications.

10.First, during their work to prepare for the Inquiry Cabinet Office undertook a further
review of the documentation they hold on the High Priority Lane. This
documentation is not separately available {o DHSC. We understand that they have
determined that an additional supplier met the criteria to be identified as being
managed via HPL - that of Luxe Lifestyle - and have included this in their
submissions to the Inquiry. This means that the number of suppliers that were

awarded an HPL contract is 52, not 51 as the website currently states.

11.Further, at paragraph 385 of [my] First Witness Statement, it states “it [the HPL]

managed approximately 430 opportunities of which 51 were offered contracts”. The
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Department would like to clarify that by opportunities it was referring to suppliers

and not offers.

12.Taking the two clarifications together, it is the Department’s understanding that 52

of these 430 suppliers were awarded a contract.

13.This statement is true to the best of my knowledge and belief.

Personal Data

Signed:

Dated: 11 April 2025
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