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Timescale: Urgent — COVID-19 Operations meeting at 10:45 -

12:15arn on Thursday 10 December 2020. 

Presentational Issues: Any issues around International Travel Regulations is 

likely to attract media attention — Cleared by Press Office 

-- 9/12/2020(PMcC) 

FO I Issues: Likely to be disclosable. 

Executive Referral: A briefing paper and letter will be provided for Executive 
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Recommendation: That you: 

a. Agree there would be no changes to the travel 

corridors for NI this week (para 4); 

b. Agree to the recommendations at pars 7 in relation to 

Poland; 

c. Agree that the self-isolation period will be reduce to 

10 days with effect of Monday 14 December (para 9-

11); 

d. Agree that NI would not introduce Test to Release 

(para 12-18); 

e. Note the sectoral exemptions to be made this week as 

previous approved (para 19); 

f. Approve in principal an exemption for international 

workers required to return home for resilience breaks 

(para 20-23); 

g. Agree to the alignment of enforcement of FPNs with 

the other Covid-19 regulations (para 24-25); and 

h. Issue the draft letter to Stephen Donnelly attached at 

Annex A. 

Background 

1. COVID-19 Operations Committee has asked for a DA Ministerial call to discuss 

amendments to the Health Protection (Coronavirus, International Travel) 

Regulations and other issues. This will take place at 09.15am to 10.45am on 

Thursday 10 December 2020. The data analysis prepared by JBCIPHE is attached 

in this email (the Weekly Monitoring of Travel Corridors) for 9 December 2020. 

2. The COVID-O meeting agenda is: (Elaine Colgan and Dr Naresh Chada will attend) 

1) Mink & Travel Corridors 1 10:45-11:15 (see section B below) 

2) Christmas Transport Plans 1 11:15-11:45 
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a. Complete a passenger locator form online (the 'information requirement) 

b. Self isolate for 14 days from the time they entered the CIA, except when 

returning from countries on the exempted countries list. 
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as Level 3 risk, meaning: 
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from Poland in the Iasi 14 days; and 
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by operational changes to the passenger locator form, as these will not be ready 

until Monday. 

12.As you are aware England have announced that travellers arriving in England from 

15 December can choose either to self-isolate the full period, or reduce this subject 
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concerns on the testing capacity of the NHS as a whole should test providers divert 
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17.Instead of introducing test and release in NI, we propose that officials continue to 

work with DfT and other DA colleagues on other options which will be more 

sustainable and assist the re-starting of the tourism sector here. This could include 

for example a negative test being required prior to travel, as is already in place in 

other EU countries, combined with use of mass testing devices on arrival. 

18. Your agreement is therefore sought that officials do not continue to work on the 

implementation of test and release for N1, but instead focus efforts on other options 

with the aim of introducing an alternative policy within the next 2-3 months. 

E. Sectorial Amendments 

21. It had been our understanding that the recent FCDO amendment to the civil 

servants' exemption would cover this, however this was incorrect. Officials 

continue to work with DSO to develop an exemption which would cover such 

people as the case for this is compelling given the nature of the roles in question 

and the regularity of travel. 
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We expect the numbers to be low, 
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officials have now advised that this is not the case. Indeed the amendment has 
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28. It is recommended that you: 

a. Agree there would be no changes to the travel corridors for NI this week 

(para 4); 

b. Agree to the recommendations at para 7 in relation to Poland; 

c. Agree that the self-isolation period will be reduce to 10 days with effect of 

Monday 14 December (para 9-11); 

d. Agree that NI would not introduce Test to Release (para 12-18); 

e. Note the sectoral exemptions to be made this week as previous approved 

(para 19); 

f. Approve in principal an exemption for international workers required to 

return home for resilience breaks (para 20-23); 

g. Agree to the alignment of enforcement of FPNs with the other Covid-19 

regulations (para 24-25); and 

h. Issue the draft letter to Stephen Donnelly attached at Annex A. 

Elaine Colgan 
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Nfinister for W alfh 
partmP of 

An Roinn sia me 

Mannystrie 0 Poustie 

viw,heafth-N,go%.uif. 

Dear I NR 
1...................... 

You may recall I wrote to you in October about the challenges in respect of 

international arrivals into Dublin who are travelling immediately on to Northern Ireland. 

As I set out in that letter, the current position is that such individuals are not required 

to complete the Irish passenger locator form, and whilst they are legally required to 

complete our online form, there is no effective way to enforce or monitorthis at present. 

Despite efforts to resolve this issue through CMO meetings and official channels, we 

have not made much progress. 1 welcomed the revision of the Irish Passenger Locator 

form to include the facility to gather data on passengers travelling to NI which would 

have addressed the existing issues sufficiently. However my officials have now 

advised that this revision has unintentionally aggravated the situation as it is no longer 

possible to distinguish NI bound passengers from those transiting through Dublin 

airport. This would mean that were we to face a similar situation to Denmark, it would 

not be possible to identify how many passengers had travelled to NI via Dublin from 
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and trace people anywhere on this Island to curtail further spread of the SARS-Goof-2 

virus. 

I am copying this letter to the UK oS for Transport, Grant Shpps. 

Yours sincerely 
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