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24 June 2020

Rt Hon Priti Patel MP
Home Secretary
Home Office

2 Marsham Street
Westminster
London SW1P 4DF

Dear Secretary of State

| am writing to share our report on migrants’ access to financial support during
coronavirus. We welcome the measures that have been put in place to protect some
migrants during this period, but we've seen a steep increase in people seeking our advice
with No Recourse to Public Funds (NRPF) during the crisis. | would be grateful if you and
your officials would agree to meet with me to discuss this matter at the earliest
opportunity.

The coronavirus pandemic has had an especially severe effect on migrants in the UK. We
have seen a 110% increase in the number of people needing advice on issues related to
NRPF during the coronavirus pandemic. Tens of thousands of migrants - as well as their
British family members - will face destitution, difficult choices about returning to work,
huge future costs relating to their immigration status, and the prospect of loved ones
being forced to leave the UK.

New analysis carried out by the Oxford Migration Observatory suggests that up to 1.376
million people have NRPF. More than 1 million of those have work or study visas.
Moreover, migrants constitute a disproportionately high number of key frontline workers,
as recently highlighted by the Home Affairs Select Committee. For example, non-EU born
workers make up 10% of the British labour force but represent 23% of health
professionals and 19% of nurses and midwives.

Our data on immigration and benefits also mirrors national data demonstrating the
disproportionate impact the pandemic has had on people of colour.
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In the 12 months to 1 May 2020, 82% of Citizens Advice clients who came to us for advice
about NRPF and non-EU migrants’ access to benefits were people of colour. 32% of clients
were Asian, 31% were black and 19% were from another ethnic minority background.

As the UK relaxes certain lockdown restrictions, it is vital that migrants and their family
members aren't forced back into work when it is unsafe for them to do so. This is likely to
happen if they are unable to access benefits or fear the consequences of falling below
minimum income requirements attached to visas. Three changes the government can
rapidly make would help:

e The No Recourse to Public Funds (NRPF) restriction for those subject to
immigration control should be temporarily suspended.

e The minimum income requirement (of at least £18,600 per year) and the
maintenance and accommodation requirements should be temporarily
suspended for all those renewing family visas.

e All those on a 5-year route to settlement whose income has been affected by the
coronavirus pandemic should not be moved onto a 10-year route because they
cannot show minimum income.

I would be grateful if we could have a phone or video call at some point soon to discuss
our evidence in more detail. My office will be in touch to arrange a convenient time. In the
meantime, please do not hesitate to get in touch if you have any questions about the
report or our service.

Yours sincerely

Personal Data

Dame Gillian Guy
Chief Executive
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