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I, Sam Lister, will say as follows: 

0.1. I make this statement as a supplementary addendum to my statement of 16 

September 2025 which was provided pursuant to a Rule 9 request from the Inquiry 

dated 23 January 2025 for a witness statement covering the issues raised in the 

Provisional Outline of Scope for Module Nine (M9) of the Covid-19 Inquiry. 

0.2. The purpose of this further statement is to provide revised and updated figures in 

relation to those quoted in paragraphs 4.24 and 4.29 of my main statement dated 16 

September 2025. The following should be read in place of the figures previously 

provided: 

4.24 £163 million was awarded to nine central government departments to fund 

charities in England. The full funding list is publicly available 

[SL/9/Supp/001 - INQ000659780] and is set out as follows: 

a) £5 million - Loneliness Fund - Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport 

b) £6 million - Homelessness Fund - Ministry of Housing, Community and Local 
Government 

c) £34.15 million - Vulnerable Children Fund - Department for Education and Home 
Office 

d) £27 million - Domestic Abuse Survivors and Survivors of Sexual Violence - 
Ministry of Justice and Home Office 

e) £1.8 million - Survivors of Modern Slavery - Home Office 

1 

I N0000659779_0001 



f) £10 million - Domestic Abuse Safe Accommodation - Ministry of Housing, 
Community and Local Government 

g) £5.4 million - Legal Advice - Ministry of Justice 

h) £15 million - Support for the Citizens Advice service - Department for Business, 
Energy and Industrial Strategy 

i) £22 million - Support for Health Charities - Department of Health and Social Care 

j) £6 million - Support for Armed Forces communities - Ministry of Defence 

k) £16 million - Meals for Those in Need - Department for Environment, Food and 
Rural Affairs 

I) £14 million - Zoos Support Fund, Department for Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs 

4.29. As set out in paragraph 4.24 above, DCMS was allocated £5 million through 

this funding stream to support organisations tackling loneliness, (including 

through the Winter Loneliness Fund which I discuss in more detail at 

paragraphs 4.48-4.51). 

Statement of Truth 

I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true. I understand that 

proceedings may be brought against anyone who makes, or causes to be made, a false 

statement in a document verified by a statement of truth without an honest belief of its truth. 

----------- ----- ----- ------------------- ----- ----- ----- ------------------

Personal Data 

Signed: 

Dated: 17 November 2025 
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