Message

From: Emma Revie [Emma.Revie@trusselltrust.org]

Sent: 24/03/2020 17:43:16 i .

To: Minister for Welfare DELIVERYE 1&S ;@dwp.gsi.gov.uk]

cC: Garry Lemon [Garry.Lemon®@trusselltrust.org]; Gill Moffett [Gill.Moffett@trusselltrust.org]
Subject: Follow up on Prime Minister's Announcement

Dear Will

Thank you for our calls last week and for inviting us to share our thoughts on what action we think the Government
should be considering. As | said on Saturday, we were pleased to see the important package of measures the Chancellor
set out on Friday and hope these will help to reduce demand for food banks. As you know, we are still concerned about
some key issues, such as the wait for the first payment and the impact that repaying advance payments and other
deductions will have at a time when people are under extreme financial pressure. My team stands ready to discuss
options with your officials.

I made contact with you specifically last night on the potential impact of the Prime Minister’s announcement on Monday
evening. We have been busy today checking across the network to understand which food banks feel they can continue
to operate. Thank you for your support in securing the extremely helpful official guidance that has made clear that food
banks can continue to open. However, as you can imagine food banks are making decisions on a case by case basis —
with safety as the paramount consideration but also taking into account other factors such as the availability of
volunteers. We know that some food banks have already made the difficult decision to close and others may follow. We
are supporting them so that alternative arrangements can be put in place with local partners where possible but this
won’t always be an option.

| feel strongly that we need to work quickly together on options for a cash-based alternative for people who rely on food
banks to ensure that they don’t find themselves with no way of getting the essentials at this time. We would be very
happy to set up a call with your officials if that is the best way forward, and we could also share some of what we are
hearing from the network about levels of demand and availability of food bank services.

Warmest wishes

Emma
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