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I am pleased to be making this statement today about vaccine equity, at the same 
time as my Scottish Government counterpart Neil Gray, the Minister for 
International Development. 

Since the world's first Covid-19 vaccine was administered in the UK in December 
2020, more than 139m doses have been administered as part of the largest ever 
vaccination programme in UK history. The impact of this achievement is 
monumental. 

In Wales, it is estimated that around 7,000 deaths and 10,000 hospital admissions 
have been prevented as a result of the vaccination programme. Thanks to the 
success of our vaccination programme, we are now in the fortunate position in 
Wales — and throughout the UK — to be able to move beyond the emergency 
response to the pandemic and learn to live safely with coronavirus. 

However, it is important to be clear that the pandemic is not yet over and it remains 
uncertain how the virus may develop in the future. Ensuring vaccines are available 
to everyone, everywhere, is critical to ending the pandemic as quickly as possible. 
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On 12 May, the United States, Belize, Germany, Indonesia, and Senegal co-hosted 
the Second Global Covid-19 summit, to assess progress made on addressing the 
pandemic and identify action needed to tackle Covid-19. While the summit secured 
$3bn in new funding commitments, this figure falls short of the estimated $31.1 bn 
needed to end the pandemic. It is clear that meeting this unprecedented challenge 
will require a more innovative and ambitious approach. 

As part of this solution, more than 100 countries have called for the temporary 
suspension of international obligations to protect intellectual property rights, 
defined under the World Trade Organisation (WTO) TRIPS agreement, in relation 
to Covid-1 9 vaccines. This temporary waiver would allow for the expansion of 
critical access to patents necessary to safely and efficiently manufacture Covid-19 
vaccines in developing countries. Yet, despite growing global support, and a 
compromise solution being tabled between the EU, US, India and South Africa, a 
waiver continues to be opposed by a small group of predominantly high-income 
countries, including the UK. 

Our statement today builds on letters sent by the First Minister of Scotland and the 
First Minister of Wales to the Prime Minister in December 2021 urging support for a 
temporary TRIPS waiver. 

We want to make clear that our governments support a temporary TRIPS waiver 
that will enable diversification in the production of Covid-19 vaccines. Ongoing 
negotiations at the WTO present the opportunity for a comprehensive TRIPS 
waiver to be agreed at the upcoming Ministerial Conference in June. 

We strongly urge the UK Government to drop its opposition to a waiver and 
support the global effort to reach a meaningful agreement. 

Agreeing a TRIPS waiver could potentially make the production of life-saving 
vaccines accessible to a broader range of countries and protect billions of people 
in the world's most vulnerable countries. 

Countries in the Global South need support to address logistical challenges, which 
may prevent vaccines from reaching people's arms. Our two governments have 
collectively provided more than £7m to help address such challenges in our partner 
countries. This includes £4.2m from the Scottish Government to support equitable 
access to Covid-19 vaccines and therapeutics in Zambia, Malawi and Rwanda and 
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countries. 
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