
REACT Temperature Check Summary Findings - w/c 2505 Jan
Data Summary for domestic abuse calls - w/c 25% January 2021
+ During w/e 25% January, 112 local authorities were contacted about referrals to Children's Social Care (CSC) in which domestic abuse was a factor. The purpose of this

Temperature Check was to identify whether there had been an increase in such referrals, how many featured children previously unknown to CSC, and to establish
local authority concerns in this area.

+ Local authorities were also asked for comments about the Operation Encompass Helpline. Funded by Home Office and the Department for Education, the helpline is
available for all staff in educational settings to speak in confidence with an educational psychologist about how best to support children experiencing domestic abuse.

Summary findings on numbers of domestic abuse related CSC referrals:

+ The majority of local authorities reported an increase in CSC referrals where domestic abuse was a factor - Compared to the previous year, 69 (61%) of the
responding local authorities reported an increase in CSC referrals of domestic abuse, with 25 of the 69 LAs (22% of all responding LAs) reporting a considerable
increase. In the East Midlands, half of the local authorities contacted reported a considerable increase.

Table 1. Change in referrals to CSC where domestic abuse is a factor a
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Summary findings on domestic abuse related CSC referrals:

+ 80% of local authorities said that some or over half of all domestic abuse referrals to CSC featured children previously not known to them - 29 (26%) local
authorities reported that "over half" of the referrals to CSC for domestic abuse were for new children (top 3 regions are London, North West and West Midlands),
while 60 (54%) reported "some" new children (top 3 regions are Landon, South East and North West).
The main concern around domestic abuse referrals was increasing case complexity - 55 local authorities (49%) reported increased complexity as the main
concern followed by 39 reporting "other" (35%), 34 reporting gaps in identification (24%) and 27 reporting concerns about particular age groups such as babies (24%).
Mental health was the main "other" concern raised -

"Other" concerns most commonly included mental health (8 local authorities), children being "out of sight" due
to restrictions (5), the general impact of Covid/ lockdown (5) and alcohol and substance misuse (4).
There was mixed feedback on use of the Operation Encompass Helpline - There was positive feedback from 40 (36%) local authorities, with 13 positive
comments about the helpline being well-embedded and 23 about it being effective. The most common negative feedback was that those involved were not aware of
the helpline (9), used alternative support systems (8) or were concerned that the helpline does not interact well with existing processes/ has poor consistency of
information (6).
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