From: COVID-O Secretariat
Date: 10th December 2020

CHAIR’S BRIEF ADDENDUM - COVID-19 Operations (86)

Testing in Educational Settings paper:

1. This paper remains largely unchanged from the version you cleared for circulation on
Wednesday 9th December, a summary of changes is below:

a. Alongside the base proposition of weekly testing of the secondary and
colleges workforce; serial testing of contacts of staff and pupils in secondary
schools & colleges; and, when available in February, weekly testing of
workforce and serial testing of contacts in primary schools, the paper now
recommends surge testing in approach to managing local outbreaks involving
educational communities as specified by Local Action Committee Gold or in
areas which have reached a specified threshold. This will follow the approach
being taken in East London and parts of Essex. This surge approach will
need further work to develop fully.

b. The additional options of full scale screening of pupils in the new year, and
relatedly, weekly testing pupils, previously in para 3 and 4, are now not
recommended and discussed further down in the paper.

c. Regular testing at university will be considered via the Testing Portfolio
Prioritisation Board, and will look at whether to test students at the start/end
of each term and in halls of residence weekly once we have analysis from the
December and January testing.

2. The Testing Prioritisation Board has not yet agreed asymptomatic weekly testing of
the secondary and colleges workforce as a new priority use case.

3. The Health Secretary was not content that the updated version of the paper reflects
his views and asked for it to be re-circulated in the Education Secretary's name
alone. The Health Secretary would like the offer to schools to be stronger than
voluntary; you might want to press the Education Secretary on how he will ensure
widespread uptake by schools and colleges.
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