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Module 2C Solicitors 5% January 2024

BY EMAIL: 02Cmodulesolicitors@covid19.public-inquiry.uk

Dear Colleague,
RE: REQUEST FOR FURTHER M2C RULE 9 REQUESTS

We refer to the above and would suggest that the Inquiry issue a Rule 9 Request to Professor
Heather Conway in Module 2C.

We would like to draw your attention to some of the relevant work of Professor Conway:

e ‘Funerals and Coronavirus in Northern Ireland: New Legal Rules, New Social Norms.” Nov
2020 In: Folio: Northern Ireland Conveyancing and Land Law Journal. 2, p. 16-21 6 p.
e ‘Coronavirus is Changing Funerals and How We Deal with the Dead. 30 Mar 2020, The
Conversation.
e ‘Funerals in the Shadow of Coronavirus.’ Feb 2021." In: Pharos International. 87, 1, p. 24-29 6
p.
e ‘Covid-19, public health and funerals in Ireland.” Aug 2021, Public health law during the
COVID-19 pandemic in Ireland. a public policy report of the COVID-19' (Trinity College Dublin
Legal Observatory - August 2021). Eustace, A., Hamill, S. & Mulligan, A. (eds.). p. 43-46.
e ‘Death rites disrupted: Coronavirus, “lockdown” laws and the altered social ritual of the
funeral. 04 Sept 2023, In: Northern Ireland Legal Quarterly. 74, 2, p. 211-231.
Plainly Professor Conway’s observations are highly pertinent providing an essential insight into the
impact of funeral restrictions in Northern Ireland during the Covid-19 Pandemic. Funerals are
important social rituals, especially for the people of Northern Ireland. As the Inquiry is aware, the
denial of proper funeral and burial rituals is a significant issue raised by many of our clients. We
would be grateful to receive a response as soon as possible given the importance of this issue to our
client group. This is an area of expertise that NICBFFJ have called for repeatedly from the outset of
the Inquiry as a necessary input for the bereaved.

It is considered that Professor Conway could assist the Inquiry in particular with item 3 of the
provisional scope by addressing the degree of and rationale behind emergency measures for tackling
coronavirus. We consider that the transformative effect of these measures including their human
and social consequences must be adequately addressed by the Inquiry.
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We hope that these observations will assist the Inquiry and if there are any further issues, please do
not hesitate to contact us.

Yours sincerely
PA DUFFY & COMPANY
Transmitted electronically without signature
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