so over-subscribed, there are children in our primary school who have 1:1 support when really, a
special school would better match their needs,” one respondent said. “They have high sensory needs
and a totally different, personalised curriculum. The other children in the school who would benefit
from support in the classroom do not get support to manage their emotions or concentration and,
therefore, struggle to access the curriculum because we do not have enough staff and there is no
funding available for the rest of the year.”

Respondents also pointed out the barriers raised by bureaucracy both inside and outside their
schools. One told us: “Paperwork associated with SEND provision (external agency and internal
school systems) is ridiculous.” Another said: “SEND and mental health is a huge issue at my school. |
feel the nature of the exams is awful. The students cannot even access the exam papers. With there
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being no foundation or SEN paper it ruins the idea that education is inclusive, it definitely isn’t

Alongside mental health issues, members also noticed an increase in speech and language
difficulties, particularly in primary schools. One said: “The number of pupils with delayed speech and
language, attachment difficulties and socialisation difficulties has increased dramatically over the
last five years. This has a huge impact on behaviour and pupils motivation and availability to learn.”
Another told us: “It's worsened since the pandemic. Children are noticeably poorer at
communicating and socialising and it’s having a knock-on effect as they move through school.”

Members also highlighted the lack of support for speech and language difficulties. One typical
respondent said: “Speech and language referrals have around a two-year waiting list. Nursery
children aged three are having to wait until they’re around five years to be seen and this is massively
impacting their learning through the early years.” Another said: “two children in my class have been
given SALT plans but we do not have any adults to execute these plans/targets or interventions.”
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