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Headline facts and figures - 2019/20

Average class size Number of schools

26.9 24,360

Key stage 1 - down from 27.1 in All schools - increase of 37 from
2019 2019

Headcount Percent

8,890,357 17.3

All schools - Increase of 71,100 Free school meals - up from
from 2018/19 15.4% in 2019

e There are 8.89 million pupils in England in 2020. This is an increase of
71,000 from 2019

e These pupils attend 24,360 schools, an increase of 37 from 2019
e The average class size for key stage 1 has reduced to 26.9, from 27.1
e The average class size for key stage 2 has remained at 27.9

e 17.3% of pupils are known to be eligible for free school meals, an increase
from 15.4% in 2019

Explore data and files used in this release

View or create your own tables >

View tables that we have built for you, or create your own tables from open data
using our table tool

Data catalogue >

Browse and download open data files from this release in our data catalogue

Data guidance >

Learn more about the data files used in this release using our online guidance

Download all data (ZIP)
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Headcount and percentage of pupils with English as an additional

language, 2017/18 to 2019/20

State-
funded
nursery

State-
funded

primary

State-
funded
secondary

State-

funded
special
school

Non-
maintained
special
school

Pupil
referral
unit

Total

Headcount

Percent

Headcount

Percent

Headcount

Percent

Headcount

Percent

Headcount

Percent

Headcount

Percent

Headcount

Percent

Known or believed to be English

2017/18

29,639

69.2

3,711,241

78.7

2,709,454

83.2

97,148

84.9

3,200

87.9

15,267

91.2

6,565,949

80.5

201819

29,494

69.9

3,716,282

78.6

2,751,742

82.7

102,495

84.9

3,255

88.7

14,691

91.1

6,617,959

80.3

2019/20

29,193

69.3

3,702,159

78.5

2,808,162

82.4

107,986

84.9

3,374

89.1

13,990

90.9

6,664,864

80.2

46

Data symbols

Footnotes

Known or believed to be other

2017/18

13,045

304

998,829

212

539,895

16.6

17,006

14.9

420

1.5

1,361

8.1

1,670,556

19.3

than English

2018/19

12,547

29.7

1,002,292

21.2

561,002

16.9

17,944

14.9

401

10.9

1,246

7.7

1,595,432

19.4

2019/20 20

12,668

30.1

1,002,387

213

584,565

171

18,809

14.8

400

10.6

1,170

7.6

1,619,999 1

19.5

1. Includes state-funded nursery, primary, secondary and special schools, non-
maintained special schools and pupil referral units. Does not include
independent schools

2. Prior to 2017/18, Ethnicity and Language data was collected for compulsory
school age children only. As such, the total headcount and denominators

used for percentages may differ from those for Free school meals.

Source: School Census

https://fexplore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/school-pupils-and-their-characteristics/2019-20
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