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41. The Third Sector Interfaces in local partnerships continue to highlight effective 
work by local organisations, including in partnership with other agencies, and a 
number of examples are included in Annexe A. 

42. There has also been an enormous and rapid growth in community-based activity 
across the country, with new groups emerging around tenement close, street 
and housing schemes, as well as enhanced activity by many existing 
organisations. In Edinburgh for example, it is estimated that the number of 
active community groups has more than doubled. 

What the data tells us 

43. Local authorities are having to develop new methods to quantify how regularly 
children are being contacted, and many don't yet have systems in place, but the 
data set indicates that three quarters of all children with a support plan are in 
contact with services and professionals every week. 

44. Further, around half of all young people eligible for aftercare were contacted by a 
professional in the last two weeks (which does not account for the fact that a 
high percentage within this group choose not to have contact with services). 

45. The number of vulnerable children attending education hubs has increased after 
the Easter break, at more than four times the previous level, albeit these are still 
relatively low numbers and subject to considerable variation between authorities. 

Number of children and young people (i.e. who physically attended local 
authority early years / primary / secondary/ special provision) 
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Total number who physically attended today (excluding those that only attended fora free school meal) 
Number whom were of key workers who physically attended today 

Number whom were vulnerable who physically attended today 

46. It is envisaged that attendance at hubs might increase further, as hub activity is 
developed, and this is more widely recognised as a positive option for some 
children and young people. 

47. A number of authorities have maintained some dedicated education support for 
children with disabilities. Some granted aided Residential Schools and 
Independent Schools are still providing residential provision for children and 
young people with additional support needs. They have developed adaptable 
individualised plans to ensure appropriate support is provided whether or not the 
child or young person is accessing the school through its residential provision. 
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54. The most recent weekly data set suggests that the situation may be changing, 
and that concerns are returning to the level they were at the same time last year, 
as shown below. Further weekly reports will confirm if this is being sustained. 

Tuesday 07 May to 
Monday 13 May 2019 

Thursday 07 May to 
Wednesday 13 May 2020 

Child Wellbeing 
Concerns from 
Police Scotland 

2954 

2906 

Child Protection 
Concerns from 
Police Scotland 

234 

226 

55. It is also important to note that while these figures show a reduction in new 
demand, it does not take account of the significant increased activity being 
undertaken with many families already known to social work services. 

56. Domestic abuse services continue to indicate an increase in abusive behaviour, 
and this was a factor in around half of new child protection registrations in the 
last two weeks — a 14% increase on the proportion at the same time last year. 
However, agencies report that women and children are struggling to access 
services, particularly those that usually offer face-to-face provision. 

57. The volume and frequency of referrals to most services has reduced dramatically 
compared to the same reporting period last year, and organisations are 
concerned that `new' clients (those who are not already engaged) may not have 
the opportunity, ability or knowledge about how to access support. 

58. There has been engagement regarding this across statutory and Violence 
against Women & Girls services, and new supplementary guidance for local 
authorities will be published by COSLA and the Scottish Government, with 
support of Public Health Scotland, on 15 May. 

Health Services and the preventative role of health 

59. New information is available about the health of children and young people, and 
about how health services are responding to the pandemic. 

60. We have a strong, high quality universal health service for all children under 5, 
starting from pregnancy. This enables us to continue to reach out to all those 
families across Scotland, including continuing to provide more intensive support 
for families who need it. It also allows us to proactively explore what additional 
supports families might need who have been adversely affected by COVID-19, 
and who may not have previously required support beyond universal provision. 
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