
Y Grip Addysg a Gwasanaethau Cyhoeddus 
Education and Public Services Group 

19th February 2021 

Dr Patrick Roach, General Secretary NASUWT. 

Dear Dr.Roach, 

We note your letter to the First Minister dated 15 February. 

Llywodraeth Cymru 
Welsh Government 

Your letter asks that schools are not required to resume face to face teaching. The Welsh 
Ministers policy is that children in the Foundation Phase and some vocational learners 
should resume face to face learning in classrooms from the 22nd February. 

In order to achieve this, the intention is to amend the Heath Protection (Coronavirus 
Restrictions) (No. 5) (Wales) Regulations 2020 so that the prohibition, currently found at 
paragraph 6A of Schedule 4 to those Regulations, is amended in order that pupils in the 
Foundation Phase are permitted to attend school premises. 

Whilst we acknowledge that in the current pandemic there is no option that is devoid of all 
risk, our overall conclusion is that the partial and phased return of the youngest pupils is the 
right thing to do for our learners. 

The Technical Advisory Group's ("TAG") report published on 5 February 20211
acknowledges this and considered what models of schools operating would strike a balance 
between the risks and benefits. It concludes: 
"A partial and phased return to face-to-face learning in schools should be considered as this 
is likely to increase rates of transmission less swiftly than a full return. The transition should 
be monitored carefully before further changes are made." We are therefore taking a phased 
and careful approach in returning to face-to-face learning. 

The TAG's report also contains a conclusion that: 
"The circumstances to enable easement of restrictions will require a combination of the 
following: lower community prevalence and case rates; lower test positivity rates; 
manageable hospital and ICU occupancy; Rt below 1; evidence of sustainability of a lower 

https://gov.wales/technical-advisory-group-considerations-changing-operation-schools-allow-more face-face-
learning 
Rydym yn croesowu derbyn gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg. 9yddwn yn ateb gohebioeth a dderbynnir yn Gymraeg yn Gymraeg ac ni fydd 
gohebu yn Gymraeg yn arwain at oedi. 

We welcome receiving correspondence in Welsh. Any correspondence received in Welsh will be answered in Welsh and corresponding 
in Welsh will not lead to a delay in responding.
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2 https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publ ications/2021-01/technical-advisory-group-variant-of-concern-voc-
20201201-and-education-in-wales_0.pdf 
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https://www.ons.gov.uk/peopiepopuIationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/causesofdeath/bul letins/coronavi 
ruscovid 19 relateddeathsbyoccupationengIandandwaIes/deathsregisteredbetween9marchand28december2020 
#deaths-i nvolving-covid-l9-in-teach i ng-and-ed ucational-professionals 

I NQ000350287_0002 



1' rf 

Yours faithfully 

Personal Data 

Steve Davies 
Director, Education Directorate 
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