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24th March 2020

Emergency Legislation

The UK Government Coronavirus Bill is a 'Four Nation' Bill which means that all devolved
administrations were involved in its design. The intention in the Scottish Parliament is for a legislative
consent memorandum (of the UK wide Coronavirus Bill) to be considered in committee on Tuesday
morning and for a motion to be debated in the Scottish Parliament chamber on Tuesday afternoon. The
Scottish Government also signalled that they would bring out their own emergency coronavirus
legislation, before Easter, in order to put on the statute book other urgent legislative changes
specifically for our own competences.

School and ELC closures - childcare provision

On 19 March, the decision was taken that all schools and local authority early learning and childcare
settings should close from 5pm on 20 March. A letter was issued to local authorities from the Deputy
First Minister which is online.

SQA exams will not go ahead as planned and there is work ongoing to develop an alternative
certification model. S4-6 pupils should not attend school as initially advised.

Local authorities worked through the weekend to arrange childcare provisions for “key workers”. This will
look different in every area and further information can be found on the Scottish Government website
Ensuring children and families are supported is a key priority and provisions for free school meals and
other family support are also ongoing locally. A £70m food fund has been established which will include
funding for free school meals.
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