Updated Definition

8. Children and young people may be vulnerable because of factors related to their
personal development, features of their family life, or because of wider influences that
impact on them within their community.

9. Those children who were considered to be vulnerable prior to the pandemic should have
been known to services, and are likely to have had a child’s plan.

10.Where a child requires co-ordinated support from more than one agency, this is likely to
suggest greater vulnerability, and the plan would be co-ordinated by a lead professional.
This would include a range of children and young people, such as those:
e at risk of significant harm, with a child protection plan
¢ looked after at home, or away from home
¢ ‘on the edge of care’, where families would benefit from additional support
e with additional support needs, where there are one or more factors which require
significant or co-ordinated support
affected by disability
e where they and/or their parents are experiencing poor physical or mental health
e experiencing adversities, including problem alcohol or drug use amongst family
members, domestic abuse or bereavement
e requiring support at times of key transitions.

11.Children and families may also experience adversity because of the impact of poverty
and disadvantage (including entitlement to free school meals), and many will be facing
this because of the necessary measures to respond to the pandemic. This will include
families with loss of income, experiencing social isolation, or otherwise struggling
because of the lockdown.

12.Local authorities and health boards, working with partners including Police Scotland and
3" sector organisations, will either know or be able to identify the children and families
within their areas who are potentially at risk and therefore need additional support. The
need for additional support can be identified prior to birth, so this should include help for
pregnant women.

13. Crucially, vulnerability is not an exclusive concept, but should take account of all of
these factors and others, that mean that a child and family may need additional support.
The judgement of the children’s sector professionals — critically those working most
closely with the family — will be paramount in assessing vulnerability.

Recommendation

14.The Deputy First Minister is invited to:

e Agree that subject to agreement with CoSLA, the updated definition of vulnerable
children should be used as a reference point for agencies and services, to ensure
that those children and families who require it, get prompt and appropriate additional
support during the COVID-19 pandemic, including children will have become newly
vulnerable as a consequence of the outbreak
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