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detailed local Frameworks which are in the process of being signed. The CPF 
includes support for looked after children, care leavers, children on the Child 
Protection Register, safeguarding investigations, children placed with parents and 
children with disabilities. These are generally highlighted as the priority areas and 
issues are being dealt with on a case by case basis. Social workers are screening 
all contacts with families ahead of physical visits and families are content with 
these arrangements. Some visits are taking place with physical distancing rules 
being observed while others are happening remotely. Children and their families 
are accepting of the stay at home rules and measures and the need to adhere to 
them. Local authority staff are putting in place other forms of contact so work can 
continue. 

8. A weekly contact call has been arranged between policy officials and the Chair of 
the All Wales Heads of Children's Services to update on issues that are 
emerging. Points raised at the most recent meeting include: 
• In some areas it was felt that children who are on the Child Protection Register 

and who are placed with parents, are most at risk. 
• There is some concern about older kinship carers who are at greater risk. Staff 

are doing what they can to protect them. 
• Some care leavers are not complying with physical distancing rules. Work is 

being done to support these young people 
• Currently, staffing appears to be stable although there are some issues in 

relation to residential provision. Work is being done to mitigate this. 

9. We have also circulated a series of questions to the Heads of Children's Services 
in relation to care experienced children and safeguarding. The returns will inform 
further work. 

10. Should we identify any local authorities where provision is not available to 
vulnerable children and their safeguarding measures are not sufficient we will 
pursue this directly with Directors of Education and the Heads of Children's 
Services. We will continue to monitor safeguarding with local authorities and 
ensure support services are promoted through our communications lead. 

11. We have asked the Safeguarding Boards to update us weekly on issues and on 
any change in referrals/reports etc. North Wales Safeguarding Board and Mid and 
West Safeguarding Board have already identified a drop in reports of children and 
adults at risk. The other four Boards are seeking information from their regions 
and will update us each Friday. Officials will have a conference call with 
Safeguarding Board Business Managers each Monday morning and are working 
on national communication plan to ensure vulnerable children and young people 
at risk are reported. 

12. North Wales Safeguarding Board have proposed that the implementation of the 
Wales Safeguarding Procedures be delayed until at least 6 July. Gwent 
Safeguarding Board and West Glamorgan Safeguarding Board are supporting the 
proposal we are awaiting confirmation from the other three Boards. 

13. In Wales children who have social workers are included in the list of those with 
access to the provision in school and registered childcare settings but we have 
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not said we expect attendance of vulnerable children. We have stated they should 
stay home wherever possible and the most vulnerable should be prioritised for the 
provision. However, in the UK Government FAQs they state vulnerable children 
are expected to attend school settings unless they have an underlying health 
condition that would put them at risk or have agreed with their social worker it is in 
the best interest of the child. They also expect social workers and education 
settings to be proactive in pursuing children who do not attend if they are 
expected to do so. In discussion with local authorities we have established that 
the availability of provision for vulnerable children and arrangements for keeping 
in touch with them differ across Wales but there is some appetite for more 
instruction about which children should attend the provision. We intend to pursue 
this further with local authorities but this instruction would pose challenges for the 
capacity of school settings and social worker capacity to monitor and pursue 
attendance with families. Work around this is ongoing and we will update FAQs 
when this is resolved. 

14. Domestic abuse is recognised as an ACE. Children and young people are far 
more likely to experience domestic abuse in the home as a result of social 
isolation. Tensions are raised by concerns about finance and health, the lack of 
respite afforded by leaving the house for work or socialising, and difficulties in 
seeking help and support due to constant proximity of perpetrators and victims. 

15. International evidence tells us that incidents of domestic abuse will rise 
significantly, with China reporting a 300% increase. Calls to our Live Fear Free 
helpline have reduced slightly, indicating that victims feel unable to make calls 
when the perpetrator is in the same home, but we are seeing an increase in traffic 
to our Domestic Abuse Live Fear Free website and social media as people search 
for information about where to get help. Live Fear Free is continuing to operate 
24/7 and will do so throughout the Covid-19 crisis. The VAWDASV specialist 
providers are still available to support victims at this time, including safely 
relocating victims and their families from their residence, and referrals are being 
made from the Live Fear Free contact where appropriate. 

16.VAWDASV officials are working with housing officials to explore alternative 
housing support for victims of VAWDASV that need to flee, current proposals and 
measures being put in place by housing are not appropriate for this group, hotel 
and B&B accommodation cannot guarantee safety for victims or the staff in that 
accommodation, the specialist support victims and their children need when 
fleeing VAWDASV is limited in these provisions. Lives are at risk due to the social 
isolation, in fact there has already been a suspected domestic abuse-related 
murder in a self-isolating couple in Cwmbran. Whist there were no children or 
young people present at this address, there is a real risk that more incidents of 
this nature could occur and there is every possibility there will be children and 
young people present and at risk (two recent domestic homicides in England 
evidence this). Officials are working with the VAWDASV specialist sector to 
identify suitable accommodation, such as refuge provision and exploring the 
possibility of providing access to empty local authority and/or housing association 
properties if refuge provision is not suitable or available at the time of need. 

17. We are aware of the possibility of children being subjected to honour based 
abuses such as FGM and forced marriage during prolonged school closures 
when they have no contact with teachers or other agencies they could speak to. 
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