¢ [tem 3 — Children in care and Vulnerable Children
SPEAKING NOTE

¢ Data returns from local authorities show that school attendance rates for vulnerable children
and young people in Scotland continue to be very low — on Tuesday 31 March, 436 of the
4,234 children who attended school or ELC settings were classed as vulnerable.

e This represents around 1% of children wo have multi agency plans, and is likely to include
children with significant disabilities and additional learning needs, rather than the wider
population of ‘troubled’ or ‘troublesome’ young people.

e There is clear concern about the children who are not taking up this provision. We are
speaking to our local authority partners about this and there is clearly motivation to address it,
but the reasons for low uptake are not clear.

e |tis also recognised that it will be difficult to significantly increase the numbers from this low
base, and therefore we also need to be focussing on the wider support that these children are
receiving from partner servicers and within the community.

e Part of the reason for the low numbers may be that significant pressures on the social work
system are likely to be impacting on local ability to engage with families to increase numbers of
vulnerable young people attending school. Some of that reduced capacity has been caused by
limited access to childcare provision, though that is now being addressed.

s However, we remain concerned about the resilience of social work services, especially in
smaller authorities, and are engaged in regular discussions with Social Work Scotland and
other partners regarding this, including developing a national recruitment hub to accelerate the
expansion of workforce capacity, with a focus on health and social care.

BRIEFING

Numbers of vulnerable children

e There is not currently a definitive estimate of how many children and young people (C&YP) are
classed as ‘vulnerable’ and would be expected to continue to receive dedicated support.
However, around 45,00 (~7%) children have multi-agency plans and are supported by a lead
professional in education, health, social work or the 3rd sector. This includes:

o 2,700 C&YP on the CP register
o 14,700 looked after C&YP

o 3,800 C&YP looked after at home

o 10,000 C&YP with complex additional support needs (ASN)

e |n addition, 122,000 (17.7%) C&YP in receipt of free school meals.
¢ More children may become vulnerable because of the additional stresses on families at this
time, and the impending changes to legislation are intended to enable services to respond

more quickly to enable support to be put in place where that is needed.

School / ELC attendance rates

e At present, school attendance for this category appears to be very low. On Monday 6 April,
391 of the 3,258 C&YP who attended school or ELC settings were classed as vulnerable. This
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