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UK COVID-19 INQUIRY

SUPPLEMENTARY WITNESS STATEMENT OF AIDAN DAWSON

|, Aidan Dawson of the Public Health Agency for Northern Ireland will say as follows in relation
to the additional matters that | have been asked to address pursuant to Rule 9 of the Inquiry
Rules 2006.

1. The date when healthcare settings in Northern Ireland introduced mandated facemask

use for healthcare workers and visitors.

It is my understanding that the mandatory use of facemasks within healthcare settings in
Northern Ireland was introduced on Monday 10 August 2020. This mandate was part of
broader public health regulations enacted under the Health Protection (Coronavirus, Wearing
of Face Coverings) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2020, which came into effect in late July
2020.

In light of the policy change, on the 11 August 2020, guidance in relation to the use of masks
within health and social care facilities was issued on a joint basis by the Chief Medical Officer
and Chief Nursing Officer for Northern Ireland (Exhibit AD/01:[INQ000452913]).iThe guidance

provided information on the mask wearing requirements in relation to the following health and

social care spaces:

- clinical and surrounding areas;
- non-clinical areas;
- waiting areas adjacent to clinical areas and;

- wider visiting.
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Through the course of the pandemic, the Health Protection (Coronavirus, Wearing of Face
Coverings) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2020 were amended multiple times in response to
the evolving public health situation. On the 15 February 2022, the regulations were officially

revoked, ending the legal mandate for face coverings within Northern Ireland.

2. Confirmation of the exact date in May 2022 on which the advice changed to require staff,

patients and visitors to wear a facemask in “patient facing clinical areas”.

Following the revocation of the Health Protection (Coronavirus, Wearing of Face Coverings)
Regulations in 2022, legal mandates in respect of mask wearing were replaced by official
guidance. Furthermore, on the 5 May 2022, the updated Infection Prevention and Control
Measures for SARS-CoV 2 (Covid-19) in Health and Care Settings guidance issued by the
PHA reaffirmed universal masking in patient facing clinical areas for staff, patients and visitors
(Exhibit AD/O2: [INQ000408137]).

Statement of Truth

| believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true. | understand that proceedings
may be brought against anyone who makes, or causes to be made, a false statement in a

document verified by a statement of truth without an honest belief of its truth.

Signed:

Personal Data

Dated: 23 September 2025
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