OFFICIAL — SENSITIVE - CABINET
Cabinet will wish to note that these minutes, except those items in italics,
will be published in week commencing 20" April 2020

The Welsh Government
Minutes of a meeting of the Cabinet
16t March 2020

Present: Rt. Hon. Mark Drakeford AM (Chair — part of meeting*)
Rebecca Evans AM (Chair — part of meeting®)
Vaughan Gething AM (via video link — part of meeting)
Lesley Griffiths AM
Julie James AM
Eluned Morgan AM
Ken Skates AM
Kirsty Williams AM
Jane Hutt AM
Jeremy Miles AM

Hannah Blythyn AM
Dafydd Elis Thomas AM
Julie Morgan AM

Shan Morgan, Permanent Secretary

Will Whiteley, Head of Cabinet Division

Toby Mason, Head of Strategic Communications
Jane Runeckles, Special Adviser

Madeleine Brindley, Special Adviser

Dan Butler, Special Adviser

Paul Griffiths, Special Adviser

Andrew Johnson, Special Adviser

Clare Jenkins, Special Adviser (via video link — part of meeting)
Mitch Theaker, Special Adviser

Gareth Williams, Special Adviser

Christopher W Morgan, Cabinet Secretariat (minutes)

; NR , Cabinet Secretariat
Andrew Jefireys, Director Welsh Treasury
: NR {, Specialist Policy Adviser

Apologies: Lee Waters AM

*the First Minister left the meeting half way through item two to attend a COBR meeting.

ltem 1: UK Budget — Implications for Wales

1.1 The Minister for Finance and Trefnydd provided Cabinet with an update on the
fiscal implications of the UK Budget for Wales and how it would impact on the
published plans for 2020-21. It was noted that an update from the Chief
Economist, which focused on the OBR’s economic assessment and forecasts, had
been circulated to Ministers in correspondence.

1

INQO00048797_0001



OFFICIAL — SENSITIVE - CABINET
Cabinet will wish to note that these minutes, except those items in italics,
will be published in week commencing 20" April 2020

2.3  The Welsh Government announced on Friday a number of measures, based on
advice from medical professionals, which included the suspension of routine out-
patient appointments and non-urgent surgical admissions. Wales would also
move to routine testing of key workers only.

2.4  The First Minister informed Ministers that he, and the Minister for Finance and
Trefnydd, would be meeting opposition party leaders later that afternoon to discuss
Senedd business and the approach to managing the LCM on the UK emergency
Bill.

2.5 It was noted that there would be daily press briefings usually led by Ministers at
09:30 and a meeting with the third sector to co-ordinate volunteering efforts had
been planned for Wednesday.

2.6 Cabinet agreed the need for specific, clear Welsh communications, as most of the
population followed UK lead media outlets. It was suggested that television news
channels should be encouraged to use British Sign Language.

2.7  Ministers had a wide ranging discussion about the implications of the spread of the
virus in Wales and raised a number of concerns.

2.8 In terms of the suggestion about the ‘cocooning’ of older people, there would be a
need to consider how this would lead to further isolation and increased loneliness.
There was also the issue of the impact on multi-generational households.

2.9 There was a need for clarity around the policy on testing for the virus. In addition,
some thought would need to be given to the impact and cost to public sector
partners, such as Transport for Wales and cultural and sporting events. There
was also the issue of the cost to businesses and how those being laid off would be
able to claim and access benefits.

2.10 Proposals to encourage volunteers to help in social care settings was welcomed,
but it was recognised that safequarding issues would need to be addressed.

2.11 Clear advice from health professionals was required to help inform the policy on
whether schools should close. In taking this decision, there would be a need to
consider the impact on exams, vulnerable students and those in receipt of free
school meals.

2.12 There was also a need to consider the implications for Senedd business,
particularly in relation to legislation.

2.13 Ministers agreed that they would each need to identify a list of priority areas within
their portfolios that would require urgent decisions.

Sections 35 & 36
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