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Subject Eligibility for ongoing provision for children who are vulnerable, or 
whose parents are critical to the Covid-19 response 

100 word Welsh Ministers have advised that schools should close to children 
summary and young people, with the exception of providing critical provision 

for children who are vulnerable, or whose parents are critical to the 
Covid-19 response, so that they can continue to work where 
alternative childcare arrangements cannot be made 

There have been discussions in COBRA about the definitions 
which should apply to these categories with the aim of arriving at a 
consistent approach across the UK. This has proven challenging. 

This advice sets out the definitions which are now proposed for 
agreement and associated communication. 

Timing Immediate so we can clarify who can access ongoing provision as 
soon as possible 

Recommendation The Minister is asked to: 

• Note the latest scientific advice 
• Proposed definitions for eligibility for ongoing provision being 

offered in schools, and potentially other settings 
• Proposed definitions for eligibility for ongoing provision being 

offered in schools, and potentially other settings 
• That ongoing access to food for learners eligible for free 

school meals (or younger children in equivalent groups) will 
need to be offered through separate arrangements and 
specific advice will be provided on this The draft statement 
at Doc 1 and that it should form the basis for wider 
communication 
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• • • 

9. For schools this means, they should focus provision on the children of critical 
workers and vulnerable children, and they should expect parents, even in the critical 
worker category, to make all attempts to make safe alternative arrangements. 
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across Wales and some Local Authorities have more to do to ensure they have 
some provision in place for next week. In addition, it is clear many of the proposed 
models will need to be reworked over the next week to adequately respond to 
guidance on social distancing, in particular the expectation of any setting not 
hosting more than 20 per cent of its usual cohort of learners. 

17. Directors of Education were very clear that agreed definitions would be crucial but 
they also expressed concern about the number of learners who might be in scope. 
These concerns related, in part, to concerns around virus transmission and there 
being too many eligible learners, which would defeat the object of closing schools to 
most learners. This perception was accentuated by local decisions to consolidate 
provision in a smaller number of 'hubs'. In general it is the hub model, rather than 
the definitions, which are the issue. 

18. However, there is a real issue, particularly in some local authorities, with any 
suggestion that learners eligible for free school meals (or younger children who 
would be in the same group if they were of school age) must be able to access the 
ongoing provision in schools, given the significant proportion of the total cohort they 
would represent. For this reason Local Authorities were generally in favour of 
separating out the two and dealing with ensuring children had access to food 
through separate arrangements. We recommend that that we adopt this dual 
approach as our policy, although we would not wish to rule out integrated models 
where that would work. Separate advice is being submitted on free schools meals. 

Proposed definitions 

19. There are proposed definitions for who should be prioritised for provision in schools 
and childcare settings are: 

Vulnerable children are those with safeguarding needs and supported by social 
care, which include children with care and support or support plans, children on 
the child protection register and children looked after, young carers, disabled 
children and those with Statements of special educational needs. 
Where parents' work is critical to the COVID-19 response, or they work in one of 
the critical sectors listed below, and they cannot keep your child safe at home 
and still work,: 

o Health and social care - this includes but is not limited to doctors. 
nurses, midwives, paramedics, social workers, care workers, and other 
frontline health and social care staff including volunteers; the support and 
specialist staff required to maintain the UK's health and social care sector; 
those working as part of the health and social care supply chain, including 
producers and distributers of medicines and medical and personal 
protective equipment. 
Education and childcare - this includes nursery and teaching staff, 
social workers and those specialist education professionals who must 
remain active during the COVID-19 response to deliver this approach. 
Key public services - this includes those essential to the running of the 
justice system, religious staff, charities and workers delivering key 
frontline services, those responsible for the management of the 
deceased, and journalists and broadcasters who are providing public 
service broadcasting. 
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