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Dear Prime Minister,

Iam writing to offermy resignation as Education Recovery Commissioner.

The pandemic has caused a huge disruption to the lives ofEngland's children. Since my appointment,
I have spoken to hundreds of parents and over a thousand school leaders. Based on these meetings and
my analysis of assessment data, J am in no doubt about the size of the recovery challenge we face.
Without a comprehensive and urgent response, we risk failing hundreds of thousands of pupils.

Prior to my appointment, you announced the ambition that lost learning caused by the pandemic be
recovered within this Parliament. I applauded this goal and viewed the responsibility of advising the
Government on its approach to securing an effective recovery for all children as the most important
task ofmy professional life.

When we met last week, I told you that I do not believe it will be possible to deliver a successful
recovery without significantly greater support than the Government has, to date, indicated it intends to
provide. I am concerned that the apparent savings offered by an incremental approach to recovery
represent a false economy, as learning losses that are not addressed quickly are likely to compound.

I believe our approach to recovery should also offer children opportunities to re-engage with sport,
music and the rich range of activities that define a great education. I proposed extending school time
as a way to provide this breadth, as well as to ensure that additional academic support does not cause
existing enrichment activities to be squeezed out.

The package ofmeasures announced today provides valuable support, including important investment
in teaching quality and tutoring. However, as I set out in my reports to you, I do not believe it is
credible that a successful recovery can be achieved with a programme of support of this size.

I hope that you are able to allocate the additional resources that are likely to be needed fora
successful recovery through the forthcoming Spending Review. I believe the settlement provided will
define the international standing of England's education system for years to come.

Yours sincerely,
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