
OFFICIAL SENSITIVE [NOT YET AGREED] 

DfE Covid-19 Response 

Keeping education settings open 

- Developing a package of measures to make it easier for schools to 
stay open (inc pausing inspections, KS1/2 tests and assessments, 
financial incentives). 

Deciding the extent to which those same measures apply to all other 
education settings and whether further sector specific measures 
needed. 

Financial support to providers which may otherwise not be viable as 
a result of lower demand (ie providers reliant on demand led income). 

Clarifying the position on insurance payments for cancelled 
education trips, following publication of DfE/FCO advice. 

Relaxing the Dept position on fines for absence from school. 

- Agreeing how household isolation guidance applies to DfE 
residential settings inc children's homes and university halls of 
residence. 

- Developing online tool for institutions to report closures. 

- Understand what other countries, such as Singapore, are doing to 
keep schools open. 

Exams, entry requirements, and primary assessment 

- Agreeing with SoS (and across Govt) our approach to summer exams. 

- Agreeing with SoS (and across Govt) our approach to primary 
assessment. 

If education settings close 

- Advising on the civic role that education institutions can play if 
they are closed, e.g. food distribution, keeping school buildings open, 
using university buildings. 

- Sharing resources online to support home learning. 

Ensuring we can provide free school meals and school meals for 
children and families. 

Vulnerable children 

- Advice about children of underlying health conditions — being led 
by DHSC. 
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