This year’s National 4 attainment statistics do not include awards previously made under
Recognising Positive Achievement, meaning that learners who achieved less than a grade D
at National 5 were not awarded a National 4 qualification. This year, learners have only been
certificated for the courses and any freestanding units that their school or college have
entered and resulted them for, subject to quality assurance where this has been possible.
We have noted that 10,266 candidates were dual entered for both National 4 and National 5.
These dual entries are 5,100 more than in 2019.

Foundation Apprenticeships

Together with Colleges Scotland, Skills Development Scotland and Universities Scotland, we
are committed to safeguarding the outcomes of Foundation Apprenticeships that young
people were due to complete in 2020 but could not do so due to the COVID-19 restrictions to
work placements. To ensure these young people were not disadvantaged, colleges and
universities will formally recognise young people’s achievements, safeguarding progression
and admission for Foundation Apprentices who were on track to achieve a full Foundation
Apprenticeship Award.

This year has seen 1,260 Foundation Apprenticeships achieved, either in full or by Letter of
Recognition. These are fully recognised by colleges and universities for course admissions
and progression to Further Education and Higher Education.

Final remarks

This has been a very challenging year for everyone involved in Scottish education. | am very
grateful, as Scotland’s Chief Examining Officer, to all Scotland’s thousands of teachers and
lecturers, SQA co-ordinators, school and college staff, local authorities, professional
associations and national organisations who have worked with us in the most difficult
circumstances to deliver for learners. Without teacher and lecturer estimates, we would not
have been able to certificate this year.

| am also grateful for the patience of Scotland’s learners who, together with their families,
have been worried about what this might mean for them. The results young people across
Scotland receive today should reflect their achievements and allow them to progress to
further study or employment.

To conclude, we have:

+ Delivered fairness to learners, through a consistent, evidence-based approach to
awarding, supported by an Equalities Impact Assessment and a Child Rights and
Wellbeing Impact Assessment.

+ Ensured safe and secure certification of our qualifications, taking difficult decisions when
needed, following public health advice.
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