VCYP/CSC Deep dive — Friday 27 November 11am-12.30pm
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Cabinet Office questions

1. What are the specific impacts and key risks to the CSC system caused by the current November
restrictions?
a. What interventions would be most effective to reduce these risks, and when would they be

implemented?
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2. What are the key impacts of Covid on the CSC system and what are the major risks facing the
sector?
a. Are there any particular aspects of CSC that are most at risk of failure due to the impact of
Covid?
i. What tangible interventions would most effectively reduce these risks?
ii. How quickly could these measures be implemented should they be needed

3. Are there any Local Authorities which you believe may fail to deliver on their statutory
requirements?

a. If so, what interventions are in place to support them moving forward?

b. What options are available to central government should this sort of concern become acute?
4, Is there capacity in the CSC system to accommodate an uptake in referrals should the rate of
referrals rapidly pick up following an easing of restrictions?

a. What data has been used when answering these questions, and what other sources do DfE

routinely make use of when engaging with these issues?

5. How does Covid expose vulnerable children to wider harms, such as domestic abuse/neglect or
criminal exploitation?
a. How are cases identified and how often are abuse rates collected and shared with DfE?
b. What interventions would mitigate these risks and when could they be implemented?
¢ With attendance rates of secondary school pupils with a social worker down at ~75%, what
mitigations are in place for identifying domestic abuse and/or neglect?
d. What data has been used when answering these questions, and what other sources does DfE

routinely make use of when engaging with these issues?

6. What are the key Covid related risks facing special schools?
a. How are these risks exacerbated during the current November restrictions?
b. What support measures are in place for these schools?
e What further support would benefit these schools?
d How has SEND support in mainstream schools been impacted by Covid? Is this support still

at an acceptable standard?

What interventions would ensure standards were met?

What mitigations are in place to ensure SEND pupils are able to participate effectively in

remote learning?

g. What data has been used when answering these questions, and what other sources do DfE
routinely make use of for understanding these issues?

oo

7. How is DfE working with other Departments to ensure continued delivery of vital services to VCYP
& across the CSC?
a. How are departments working together to ensure appropriate support for those children on
EHC plans?
b. Are CAMH Services still providing sufficient support for those children in need?
& Are you expecting an increased demand for CAMH services during the November

restrictions?
Are you confident the service can meet this demand?
e. What interventions would ensure standards are met?

Additional follow-up questions from taskforce

8. What are the key Covid related risks regarding the VCYP workforce? —
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