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Vulnerable children (VC)

Early Years

Schools

Further education

Attendance rates have increased following half-term holiday. Referrals to children’s social care continue to be below typical levels.

Attendance in state-funded schools for vulnerable pupil
(week ending 26 Feb), non-grossed
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Weekly average attendance

44% of children with an EHCP attending {56 % in primary, 30% in secondary} in the week
following half-term holidays compared to 36% the week before.

49% of children with a social worker attending (54% in primary, 27% in secondary)
compared to 44% the previous week.

In special schools, attendance increased to 42% compared to 33% the previous week.

« In AP, attendance increased to 31% compared to 26% in the previous week.

In Early Years, VC attendance is approximately 26,000 pupils as of 25 Feb
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Total referrals 23% lower than same period last year, at lowest term-time levels since
May. Referrals only part of story on rising risk of hidden harms (those below statutory
threshold). Exploring LAs with greatest reductions {though in some cases reflects system
improvements to secure better quality referrals)

Referrals below baseline levels from all sources: schools (-56%}. Police referrals had
seemed to compensate partially but are now 11% below baseline levels.

Reports of increased hidden harms inc online grooming, NSPCC report increase in calls
about CYP facing domestic abuse, concems about potential knife crime spike

Service backlog issues being monitored: especially back log of highest risk family / public
law cases involving children at greatest risk.

The number of children on Child Protection Plans is around the same level as in 2018-20
(less than 1% difference).

Attendance: Implementation of attendance actions include:

Comms & best practice: Comms on safety of retum nationally and at targeted groups, including activity to reach key VC audiences. Best practice on re-engagement inc. content relevant to
re-engaging VC. This is being collated for distributtion through VC channels and networks pre & post re-opening. Social worker toolkit to be updated with re-engagement content w/c 1 Mar.
Qutlier follow-up: Further re-opening plan in development, including strategy for outlier follow-up by regional teams, and mitigations to risk that expanded shielding list will lead to more VC

choosing not to attend as they live with someone who is CEV {w/ DHSC}
Safequarding: focus on workstream priorities includes:

« Adolescents: joint ministerial (DHSC/DfE/HO) letter to safeguarding partnerships on risk of spike in serious violence sent 22/2, positively received, planning good practice event with
partnerships in 30 SV hotspots on 17/3. DU deep dive looking at VCYP who are not attending secondary school with quant and field work now underway. Report due 12/3
« Identifying struggling LAs: Project underway to model potential “spike” in referrals after re-opening and the scale/impact of this. Also reviewing our monitoring of referrals at local level,

given changes in the national frends. Solace to raise with SoS.

« Workforce: DHSC/PPB approval secured to test new placements entering SCHs. DHSC and RCGP consulting on joint messaging to ensure that medicals for foster carers/adoption are

prioritised as ‘private’ work.

« Under 1s: Meeting being arranged with CAFCASS re backlog of under-1 cases in family court system. 71k unregistered births due to staff absences and death registrations, 65% still

processed within 42 day statutory period.
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