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UK COVID-19 INQUIRY

WITNESS STATEMENT OF THE ASSOCIATION OF THE BRITISH
PHARMACEUTICAL INDUSTRY

1, Dr Amit Aggarwal, will say as follows: -

1. The ABPI is a trade association that represents the interests of pharmaceutical

companies, which manufacture and supply the majority of prescription medicines

and vaccines used by the NHS. The origins of the ABPI trace back to the 1830s
and a succession of industry organisations which represented the UK
pharmaceutical industry in a similar manner. The objects and primary purpose for

which the ABPI is established are: to make the United Kingdom the best place in the

world to research, develop and use new medicines and vaccines.

The ABPI's membership currently consists of over 60 pharmaceutical companies
operating in the UK (termed "full members"), as well as other organisations involved

in pharmaceutical research and/or development, and those with an interest in the

UK pharmaceutical industry ("research affiliates" and "general affiliates',

respectively). The activities of the ABPI are funded by subscriptions and charges
payable by full members and affiliate members.

2. The ABPI, as a trade association representing the interests of pharmaceutical

companies producing medicines and vaccines, does not have professional expertise

with regards most diagnostic tests and measures. These would usually fall under the

remit of health technology, device and diagnostic manufacturers. The exception to

this is with regards genomic testing as it pertains to companion diagnostics to guide
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personalised prescribing. However, this specific topic was not within scope of the

Test, Trace and Isolate programme ('TTI').

3 . The ABPI had no involvement or contribution to TTI policy or strategy prior to, and in

response to, the Covid-19 pandemic. Nor did the ABPI have any involvement with

and contribution to the practical operations and delivery of TTI systems during the

relevant timeframe.

4 . In collaboration with HMG, as well as other trade associations - the Biolndustry

Association (BIA), the Association of British HealthTech Industries (ABHI) and the

British In Vitro Diagnostic Association (BIVDA) - the ABPI held several webinars on

pandemic related topics, including TTI. These webinars were partly for awareness of

members of all four trade associations, as well as for exploring what capacity or

capability may exist within the membership to be able to contribute to the pandemic

effort. The webinars took the form of presentations book ended by Q&As. An

example of such a webinar is 'NHS Test and Trace: All Hands Core Team Webinar
Rapid and Accessible Testing at Scale' (INQ000587594). These webinars started

early in April 2020 and continued until September 2020.

5 . The ABPI was also part of the Life Sciences Sector Covid-19 Response Group,

which provided a forum through which representatives from the sector could feed

back to government on the impact of the pandemic on life sciences company

operations. This included, on occasion, feeding back on the impact of TTI on

member operations. In June 2020, Life Sciences sector representative bodies

produced "Life Sciences Recovery Roadmap - a joint report to the Life Sciences
COVID-19 Response Group" (INQ000587593).

6 . The ABPI did not work with national and local health organisations in respect of TTI.
Beyond providing feedback to government about the impact of TTI on routine

company operations, and inputs into the Life Sciences Sector Covid-19 Response
Group (as outlined above), the ABPI did not provide any advice, research or

information more broadly relevant to TTI during the relevant time period.

7 . The ABPI has no organisational views or evidence relevant to this module on issues
such as the development of testing technologies during the pandemic,
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communication and guidance to the public in relation to TTI policy, or strategies for

testing during any future pandemic.

8. Though expertise did not necessarily exist within the ABPI on this specific topic, we

believe that it was nevertheless the correct approach to hold webinars jointly with

other trade associations to fully explore the potential for any capability or expertise

which may have existed within innovative life-science companies.

Statement of Truth

i believe that the facis stated in this witness statement are true. | understand that

proceedings may be brought against anyone who makes, or causes to be made, a false
statement in a document verified by a statement of truth without an honest belief of its

truth.

Personal Data
Signed:
Dr Amit Aggarwal, Executive Director, Medical Affairs & Strategic Partnerships, ABPI

Dated: :
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