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Important service update
To enable Public Health England (PHE) reference and specialist laboratories to
continue to provide critical support to the enhanced COVID-19 incident, some
service delivery changes
https://khub.net/documents/135939561/287909059/Changes+to+Reference+%28Colindale
%29+and+Specialist+Microbiology+Services+during+the+enhanced+COVID-

made with immediate effect.
19+incident.pdf/6d4d6989-cc8d-90d0-4e6a-68b 63872b95?t= 1589368887728) have been

The following updates have since been issued:

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/specialist-and-reference-microbiology-laboratory-tests-and-services 1/29

INQ000023124 0001



14/12/2022, 09:35 Specialist and reference microbiology: laboratory tests and services - GOV.UK

e Legionella services (urine antigen testing, PCR, culture and typing) are
unaffected (see user manual for details)
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bacteriology-reference-department-brd-user-
manual)

e Streptococcal identification and typing services are offered as routine, with
priority to outbreak typing (GBS and GAS)

e Mycoplasma pneumoniae macrolide resistance testing is not suspended, but
samples may be batched and turnaround times may be extended

The situation will be regularly reviewed. For the most current information, contact
the relevant department using the contact details provided in the BRD user manual
(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bacteriology-reference-department-brd-user-
manual) or VRD user manual https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/virus-
reference-department-vrd-user-manual).

More information about the tests, services and reference units are available from
the unit pages.

Tests and services

Services Test type Request form

Acanthamoeba For Contact the Diagnostic Parasitology Lat
keratitis/ophthalmic (http://www. parasite-referencelab.co.uk) at 1

samples only School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicin

Achromobacter Species H1 https://www.gov.uk/government/publicat
identification, pathogens-request-form-multiple-isolates),
molecular typing https://www.gov.uk/government/publications
and antimicrobial pathogens-request-form-single-isolate)
resistance

Acinetobacter Species H1 https://www.gov.uk/government/publical
identification, pathogens-request-form-multiple-isolates), t

molecular typing https://www.gov.uk/government/publications
and antimicrobial pathogens-request-form-single-isolate)
resistance

Actinomycetes Antimicrobial H1 https://www.gov.uk/government/publical
Aerobic) susceptibility pathogens-request-form-multiple-isolates), I

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications
pathogens-request-form-single-isolate)

Identification and M1 https://www.gov.uk/government/publicaActinomycetes
Aerobic) confirmation identification-request-form), H2

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications
pathogens-request-form-single-isolate)

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/specialist-and-reference-microbiology-laboratory-tests-and-services 2/29

INQ000023124 0002
























































