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Press release
Government launches NHS Test and
Trace service

New guidance means those who have been in close contact
with someone who tests positive must isolate for 14 days,
even if they have no symptoms.
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a
e NHS Test and Trace service to form a central part of the government's

coronavirus recovery strategy
« Anyone with symptoms will be tested and their close contacts will be

traced
« New guidance means those who have been in close contact with someone

who tests positive must isolate for 14 days, even if they have no symptoms,
to avoid unknowingly spreading the virus

The new NHS Test and Trace service will launch tomorrow (Thursday 28 May)
across England, the government announced.

The service will help identify, contain and control coronavirus, reduce the
spread of the virus and save lives.

From tomorrow, anyone who tests positive for coronavirus will be contacted
by NHS Test and Trace and will need to share information about their recent
interactions. This could include household members, people with whom they
have been in direct contact, orwithin 2 metres for more than 15 minutes.

People identified as having been in close contact with someone who has a
positive test must stay at home for 14 days, even if they do not have
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symptoms, to stop unknowingly spreading the virus.

If those in isolation develop symptoms, they can book a test at
nhs.uk/coronavirus or by calling 119. If they test positive, they must continue
to stay at home for 7 days or until their symptoms have passed. If they test
negative, they must complete the 14-day isolation period.

Members of their household will not have to stay at home unless the person
identified becomes symptomatic, at which point theymust also self-isolate
for 14 days to avoid unknowingly spreading the virus.

Health and Social Care Secretary Matt Hancock said:

" As we move to the next stage of our fight against coronavirus, wewill be
able to replace national lockdowns with individual isolation and, if
necessary, local action where there are outbreaks.

" NHS Test and Trace will be vital to stopping the spread of the virus. It is how
we will be able to protect our friends and family from infection, and protect
our NHS.

" This new system will help us keep this virus under control while carefully
and safely lifting the lockdown nationally."

NHS Test and Trace brings together 4 tools to control the virus:

e test: increasing availability and speed of testing will underpin NHS Test and
Trace.

e trace: when someone tests positive for coronavirus the NHS Test and Trace
service will use dedicated contact tracing staff, online services and local
public health experts to identify any close recent contacts they've had and
alert those most at risk of having the virus who need to self-isolate. This will
be complemented by the rollout of the NHS COVID-19 App in the coming
weeks.
contain: a nationalJoint Biosecurity Centre willwork with local authorities
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