COVID 19 response: Evidence for operation of schools (meeting 4)

29 May 2020, 13:00 14:30
Attendees

Welsh Government (WG):

Kirsty Williams — Minister for Education

Huw Owen — Deputy Director Schools Effectiveness (Chair)
Steve Davies — Director, Education Directorate

Name Redacted EHead of Curriculum Design and Development

Ruth Conway — Deputy Director, Support for Learners Division

| Name Redacted :Head of school performance

Tom Woodward — Special Adviser

. Name Redacted ECurriculum Co-construction Manager (note taker)

Unions;

Jane Setchfield, NASUWT
Elizabeth Williams, Voice the Union

5 NR : GMB
Eithne Hughes, ASCL
NR :Unison

Laura Doel, NAHT

Margaret Phelan, UCU
Dilwyn Roberts-Young, UCAC
Neil Butler, NASUWT

David Evans - NEU

Actions

Action Actionee

going forward

1. Share paper regarding latest options Name RedactediSteve Davies

2. Group to consult members on the All group members
proposal

Summary meeting note

Steve Davies thanked members for the feedback at short notice, and concluded that
moving the summer term dates was not a viable option following feedback from the
members. Steve expressed that there was a strong desire for learners to get some

kind of contact with their educational settings before September, and that

would set out options to the group.

Name Redacted
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could look.

1. Increase operations this term and keep the planned term dates for this
term and next academic year: Schools would return on the 29t June for the
remainder of the summer term, currently ending on 20t July. The new term
would start on or around 1 September.

2. Increase operations this term and redistribute one week of the summer
holiday to around the autumn half term: Schools would return on the 29t
June until the 27" July. The new term would start on or around 1 September.

3. Targeting specific year groups in the shorter term, specifically years
6,10 and 12, with all learners having contact time in the next academic
year
Year 6 would be brought in as much as possible before the summer to
support preparation for transition. Years 10 and 12 would receive opportunity
to attend to check in, receive support and ensure support in place for
continuing preparation for exams. After the summer holiday period, we would
then look to increase operation more broadly.

4. A principle of all learners having the opportunity for contact time before
the summer term and this continuing into the next academic year
All learners would have the opportunity for contact time before the summer.
This would include a ‘check in’, emphasis on well-being and where possible a
focus on developing ‘learning fitness’.

Steve canvased views from group members. A summary of the main comments;

¢ An emphasis on the required scientific evidence to allow an increase in
operations — members wished to see this.

¢ Clear and quick guidance will need to be provided with any increase in
operations — this would help with safety and confidence.

¢ There is still a concern regarding contractual issues if an extra week is added
before the summer term.

It was agreed that a paper outlining options would be circulated following the
meeting, with a deadline for feedback at 16:00 on Monday 15! June. There would be
a meeting on Tuesday morning to discuss the preferred option ahead of the
Minister’s potential announcement on Wednesday the 3" of June.
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