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DOC 9: Schools - additional information and options

1. We have funded Welsh universities to undertake research, in partnership with
schools, on the impact of the pandemic on various aspects of education.
Emerging (interim) findings suggests that there have been some gains e.g.
greater emphasis on digital forms of learning and parental engagement they are
outweighed by the following detrimental effects:

« Variability in access to suitable digital kit, leading to digital exclusion of many
of our most disadvantaged children.

e Variability in the quality of school's communication and engagement with
parents.

« Although rapid progress has been made in some cases, the efficacy of remote
learning and teachers' skills in this area are problematic.

e Issues re the authenticity and validity of online assessment.

e Many parents do not have the knowledge and skills to support home learning.

e The loss ofWelsh Language competence by pupils in Welsh-medium schools
where the language of the home is not Welsh.

« Serious concerns about the mental and physical health and wellbeing of many
pupils.

e Overail, variations in the home learning environment and the support that
schools are able to offer, is significantly exacerbating inequalities in
education.

2. Whilst there have been improvements in the delivery of remote learning, as
noted above there is variability and our priority remains for all learners to
receive face to face learning with minimal disruption. Testing will play a key
role in any planned return and work is well underway to enable schools to take
up the offer of serial testing for those identified as close contacts of someone
who has had a positive Covid test. Weekly testing for all school staff is also
currently being considered.

3. Cabinet agreed on 6 January that unless there is a significant improvement in
the prevalence of coronavirus and resultant impact on the NHS before 28
January, schools and colleges will continue to provide on-line learning until
February half term (15 February). As noted above there has been a significant
improvement in leading indicators, such as case rates, but these remain high
and we have not yet seen sustained declines in the pressure on our NHS.
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4. Given the commitment to face to face education whenever possible,
consideration needs to be given to whether there is sufficient headroom to
enable learners to return after half term and how this can be achieved in a way
that minimises the risk of increased transmission.

5. A number of options are therefore possible for return before or after half term
dependent on the public health advice balanced against the harms of online only
provision for most pupils.

Options for return prior to half term (Half term commences 15 February)

LAs/schools/Unions/parents/learners would need to be given a period of notice; this
would need to be discussed with LAs/Unions. Previously a 3 week lead time was
requested/agreed however it is likely that this could now be less, possibly 1-2 weeks
but needs further discussion. Range of considerations to be taken into account
including planning of transport, school meals.

These options were prepared in advance of the advice from TAC having been
prepared, so do not reflect any specific recommendation therein. The
preference is to do the maximum possible face-to-face provision within the
constraints of acceptable public health risk.

Options 1-3, return date of 11 February (2 weeks before half term )

« Option 1 -full return for all schools on Monday, 1 February until Friday, 12
February (half term) and after half term (Monday, 22 February.)

« Option 2 - check in sessions for primary and secondary on a reduced basis
from Monday, 1 February until Friday, 12 February (half term). Full return for
all schools after half term (Monday, 22 February).

« Option 3 - full return for primary schools and check in sessions on a reduced
basis for secondary schools from Monday, 1 February until Friday, 12
February (half term). Full return for all schools after half term (Monday, 22
February).

Options 4-6, return date of 8 February (1 week before half term)

« Option 4 - full return for all schools on Monday, 8 February until Friday, 12
February (half term) and after half term (Monday, 22 February.)

e Option 5 - check in sessions for primary and secondary on a reduced basis
from Monday, 8 February until Friday, 12 February half term). Full return for
all schools after half term (Monday, 22 February).

« Option 6 - full return for primary schools and check in sessions on a reduced
basis for secondary schools from Monday, 8 February until Friday, 12
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February (half term). Full return for all schools after half term (Monday, 22
February).

Options 7-9, return date of 22 February (assumes no return prior to half term)

« Option 7 - full return for all schools on Monday, 22 February until end of term
Friday, 26 March (2 week break before return for new term).

« Option 8 - phased return for primary and secondary over two weeks from
Monday, 22 February until Friday, 8 March with all learners in from Monday,
11 March until end of term Friday, 26 March (2 week break before return for
new return).

e Option 9 - full return for primary schools and check in sessions on a reduced
basis for secondary schools from Monday, 22 February until Friday, 26 March
(2 week break before return for new term).
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