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The Children's Commissioner's 2019 childhood vulnerability report examines the latest scale of,
and trends over time in, rates of childhood vulnerability. As with last year, we have estimated
the total number of children in England currently receiving statutory support or intervention
(those who are 'in the system'. Based on the latest available data we believe this to be
723,000 children - slightly higher than last year's figure of 710,000. We estimate that 2.3 million
children are living with risk because of a vulnerable family background.

Within this group, we estimate that more than a third - 829,000 children - are 'invisible' (in the
sense of not being known to services) and therefore not getting any support. Another 761,000

children - around a third - are known to services, but their level of support is unclear. Adding
these two groups together, means that there are 1.6 million children from a vulnerable family
background for whom the support is either patchy or non-existent.

Just over half of these children are 'invisible' to services. The remaining 669,000 children -

around 3 in 10 of the 2.3 million - are currently being helped through a formal, national
programme of support. Some of this is through the Troubled Families programme, while the
rest is through various forms of children's social care. Around 128,000 children from a

vulnerable family background are receiving the most intensive forms of statutory support,
such as being in care or on a child protection plan.
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Report Downloads

Childhood vulnerability in numbers: Infographic PDF Download

Estimating the prevalence of the 'toxic trio' of family
issues for each local area in England: Technical report 2

PDF Download

Estimating Children's Services spending on
vulnerable children

PDF Download

Trends in childhood vulnerability: Technical report 1 PDF Download

Vulnerable groups and latest data: Summary table PDF Download
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Explore the data

Children in families at risk - Local area maps

Related Reports

Podcast

22 May 2025

Briefing g
21 May 2025

Children's Wellbeing and
Schools Bill
Briefing for Peers

May 2025
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HelpatHand

An advice and assistance service for children in care, children
living away from home, children with a social worker, and
care leavers

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/resource/childhood-vulnerability-in-england-2019/ AIG

INQ0006212760004



6/2/25, 7:32 PM Childhood vulnerability in England 2019 Children's Commissioner for England

C CHILDREN'S MenuCOMISSIONER

teenagers in care and care leayer
ir stories, experiences and achievey find
2 hacks

Be inspired

CHILDREN'S
COMMISSIONER

OOOOO
Sign up to our newsletter

Sign up

About Contact
About us >

Your information and privacy >

Cookies >

Accessibility >

Contact us >

Media centre >

Vacancies >

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/resource/childhood-vulnerability-in-england-2019/ 5/6

INQ0006212760005



6/2/25, 7:32 PM Childhood vulnerability in England 2019 Children's Commissioner for England

cum MenuAlly

CHILDREN'S
HelpatHand

Copyright © 2025 Children's Commissioner for England. All rights reserved.

Website By

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/resource/childhood-vulnerability-in-england-2019/ 6/6

INQ0006212760006


