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Introduction
1. What is the definition of vulnerable
children?

Vulnerable children include those who have a social worker and those
children and young people up to the age of 25 with education, health
and care (EHC) plans.

Those who have a social worker include children who have a child
protection plan and those who are looked after by the local authority.
A child may also be deemed to be vulnerable if they have been
assessed as being in need or otherwise meet the definition in section
17 of the Children Act 1989.

Those with an EHC plan should be risk-assessed by their school or
college in consultation with the local authority (LA) and parents, to
decide whether they need to continue to be offered a school or
college place in order to meet their needs, or whether they can safely
have their needs met at home. This could include, if necessary, carers
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therapists or clinicians visiting the home to provide any essential
services. Many children and young people with EHC plans can safely
remain at home.

We know that schools and other education providers may also want to
support other children who are vulnerable where they are able to do
so. Eligibility for free school meals in and of itself should not be the
determining factor in assessing vulnerability. We are also asking local
authorities and schools to maintain provision for children in alternative
provision (AP) settings wherever possible, since many of these
settings have a high proportion of children who have a social worker
and EHC plans.

We will work with schools, colleges and local authorities to help
identify the children who most need support at this time. Looking after
these children will enable schools to support the country during
challenging times.

2. What institutions does this partial closure
apply to?

This applies to:

. registered childcare providers (including nurseries and
childminders)

. local authority-maintained schools and academies (both
mainstream and special)

. all alternative provision including pupil referral units
. non-maintained special schools

. independent special schools

. general further education (FE) colleges

. special post-16 institutions

. other post-16 providers
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Children supported by the

children’s social care system

3. What about children not included in this
definition?

School is known as a protective factor for children receiving the
support of a social worker. It is right that we prioritise support for those
who will benefit the most. We are balancing this carefully with the
urgent need to reduce social contact right across society to support
our work to reduce the spread of coronavirus (COVID-19).

Leaders of educational settings and designated safeguarding leads
know who their most vulnerable children are and will have the
flexibility to offer a place to those on the edges of receiving children’s
social care support.

4. Why are these children being prioritised?

We know that some families need more support than others and that
education is an important protective factor for children receiving
support from a social worker. We want to prioritise supporting those
most in need at this difficult time.

5. What will happen to vulnerable children
who have to isolate for 14 days with their
families?

For those children who are being supported by children’s social care,
local authorities will be expected to prioritise support to the most

vulnerable, including undertaking necessary visits whilst taking
appropriate infection control measures.
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6. How will parents know they are eligible for
this provision?

For children receiving support from a social worker, local authorities
will be well placed to identify them. Social workers will also ensure

that families know that they will be eligible for this provision and how
to access support.

7. Are children in foster care eligible? How
will a foster carer know that they are eligible?

Yes, all children who are looked after by the local authority are
eligible. For all looked after children, local authorities will be well
placed to identify them and ensure that foster carers know that they
will be eligible for this provision and how to access support.

8.1 am a foster carer who is over 70 and/or
has an underlying health condition. | don’t
want to send a child to school as they may
bring back the virus. Do | have to send?

If you have concerns about your health, or that of someone in your
household, you should discuss this with your social worker to ensure
that this is taken into account when assessing what is in the best
interests of your foster child.

See the guidance on social distancing for everyone in the UK and
protecting older people and vulnerable adults.

9. What is being done about vulnerable
children with underlying health conditions
who are being advised to isolate but rely on
schools for meals?
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We will give schools the flexibility to provide meals or vouchers to
children eligible for free school meals. Some schools are already
doing this, and we will reimburse the costs.

Schools will be able to provide meals or vouchers for supermarkets or
local shops, which can be sent directly to families who are either self-
isolating at home or whose schools are closed on government advice.

See COVID-19: free school meals guidance for schools.

We will put in place a national voucher system as soon as possible.

10. Is it guaranteed that children will attend
their usual school?

Local authorities will work with trusts and schools to ensure that
schools are kept open, but in some cases this will not be possible.
Local authorities and schools will make the most appropriate
arrangements and talk to parents about this. It may not always be
possible for children to attend their usual school in order to ensure
that children and staff are kept safe.

11. If children are accessing schools that are
not local, will transport be provided?

Where children are receiving support from a social worker, we would
expect the local authority to review transport arrangements and make
appropriate provision for children to reach school safely. We will work
closely with local authorities to put the necessary arrangements in
place to support children.

12. Will there be a stigma attached to having
to be in school when most children are not?

Many of the children attending school will be doing so because their
parents are carrying out important roles at this difficult time. There
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should be no stigma attached to that, and there should be no reason
that vulnerable children will be identified separately. However, where
parents may feel concerned that their child attending school identifies
them as being in need of social work support, schools and social
workers can support families to decide how best to manage that.

13. Do vulnerable children have to continue to
go to school?

There is an expectation that vulnerable children who have a social
worker will attend school, as long as it is safe for them to do so. In
circumstances where a parent does not want to bring their child to
school, and their child is considered vulnerable, the social worker and
school should explore the reasons for this, directly with the parent,
and help to resolve any concerns or difficulties wherever possible.

Where parents are concerned about the risk of the child contracting
the virus, the school or social worker should talk through these
anxieties with the parent following the advice set out by Public Health
England.

Providers may also want to consider how to encourage children and
young people to attend provision. Social workers will remain in contact
with vulnerable children and families, including remotely if needed.

14. What about additional pressure on
families with children at home — will that
increase risk?

It is right that we prioritise which children will continue to attend in light
of both their specific circumstances, and so that critical workers can
continue their vital work and that key services can continue to
operate. Where children are at risk, they should be referred to
children’s social care. Vulnerable children who already have a social
worker will still be visited and/or monitored as frequently as possible
and are eligible for a school place.
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