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Introduction 

By Kate Eisenstein 

Deputy Secretary to the Inquiry 

Director of Policy, Research and Legal 

 

Welcome to our September 

Newsletter. 

 
 

 
Find out about: 

 

 
• our hearings about children and 

young people 

 
• things children and young people 

have told us so far 

 
• our latest report about decisions 

that were made during the 

pandemic 
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This newsletter tells you how to 

watch our hearings and read our 

reports. 

 
 

 
Some of the things we talk about can 

be very upsetting. 

 
 

 
There are stories about people dying, 

being harmed, or being very unwell. 

 
 

 
If you are upset by this, you can get 

support. 

 

 

Visit our website for more information: 

https://covid19.public- 

inquiry.uk/support-whilst-engaging- 

with-the-inquiry/ 

You Tube
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Module 8 hearings 

 
What happened to children and 

young people during the pandemic? 

 
The Module 8 hearings are finding out. 

 
 

 
At the hearings, we will ask people to 

tell us about: 

 
• lockdowns 

 

 
• what happened in schools 

 

 
• mental health 

 

 
• social care 

 

 
• the criminal justice system 

N2
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We want to find out if the 

government thought about the 

effects of the pandemic on children 

and young people. 

 
 

 
The things we learn will help us to 

plan for pandemics in the future. 

 
 

 
How to watch the hearings: 

 

 
Come to Dorland House in London. 

Use this link for more information. 

 
 

 
Watch the hearings – live or 

recorded - on YouTube. 

Use this link to go to our YouTube 

channel. 

= Plan
=

=

London

You Tube

https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/public-hearings/#section_4_attending-hearings-in-person
https://www.youtube.com/%40UKCovid-19Inquiry/
https://www.youtube.com/%40UKCovid-19Inquiry/
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Every Story Matters 
 
 

 
Every Story Matters was how the 

Inquiry found out about people’s 

experiences of the pandemic. 

 
 

 
People shared their stories at events 

and by using our website. 

 
 

 
The stories are used to write reports 

called Every Story Matters 

Records. There are Easy Read 

versions on our website. 

 
 

 
Each record is used as evidence in 

the hearings. 

0
readJ
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The record was published recently. 

You can read it here. 

Every Story Matters Record: 

Children and young people 

 
We received over 54,000 stories 

from: 

 
• people who are now over 18, 

but were younger than 18 during 

the pandemic. 

 
• parents 

 

 
• teachers 

 

 
• youth workers and social workers 

UK

Cay :

UK Covid-19 Inquiry

Every Story Matters

Record:
children and young people

https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/news/profound-impacts-and-life-changing-effects-latest-every-story-matters-record-reveals-experiences-of-children-and-young-people-during-pandemic/
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Here are some examples of things 

people shared with us: 

 
• Many young people had to care 

for other family members. 

 
• Many children felt lonely – they 

did not see their friends. 

 
• Anxiety became much more 

common. 

 
• It took longer to get assessments 

for things like autism, and for 

serious illnesses to be treated. 

 
• Some children and young people 

were abused in their own homes, 

or saw other people being 

abused. 

tne cs
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Children and young 

people’s voices 

 
We asked 600 children and young 

people about their experiences of 

the pandemic. 

 
 

 
They were aged between 5 and 18 

when the pandemic was happening. 
 
 

 
Many of the people who spoke to us 

are disabled, need extra support 

with learning, or lost someone close 

to them. 

 
They helped us to understand what 

life was like for them. 
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We found out about things like: 
 

 
• home and family 

 

 
• losing a loved one 

 

 
• friends 

 

 
• school and college 

 

 
• being online 

 

 
• social services 

 

 
• health and wellbeing 

 
 
 
 

 
Use this link to read more about the 

report. 

@e

NHS

click

https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/news/life-changed-so-quickly-major-new-research-reveals-pandemics-profound-impact-on-children-and-young-people-as-inquiry-prepares-for-module-8-hearings/
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The Inquiry’s reports 

 
Our Module 2 report will be ready on 

the 20th November. 

 
 
 

 
It is about the decisions that the 

government made during the 

pandemic. 

 
 
 

 
There were hearings in London, 

Edinburgh, Cardiff and Belfast. 

 
 
 

 

There will be a short version called 

In Brief. It will be made in English, 

Welsh, Easy Read, video and audio. 

r y
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• Vaccines and therapeutics 

• Procurement 

The module 1 report 
 

 
Module 1 was about how prepared 

we were for a pandemic. 

 
It was published in July 2024. 

 

 
You can get it from our website. 

 
 

 
Future reports 

 

 
The reports about 3 more modules 

will be ready in 2026: 

 
• Healthcare 

¢
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2026
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:
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https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/reports/

