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Minutes of a Meeting of the Cabinet
held by video conference on

THURSDAY 21* May 2020
At 1100 AM

PRESENT
The Rt Hon Boris JJohnson MP

Prime Minister

The Rt Hon Rishi Sunak MP
Chancellor of the Exchequer

The Rt Hon Priti Patel MP
Secretary of State for the Home Department

The Rt Hon Robert Buckland QC MP
Lord Chancellor, and Secretary of State for Justice

The Rt Hon Matt Hancock MP
Secretary of State for Health and Social Care

The Rt Hon Elizabeth Truss MP
Secretary of State for International Trade, and
President of the Board of Trade, and Minister for
Women and Equalities

The Rt Hon Gavin Williamson CBE MP
Secretary of State for Education

The Rt Hon Robert Jenrick MP
Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and
Local Government

The Rt Hon Dominic Raab MP
First Secretary of State, and Secretary of State for
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs

The Rt Hon Michael Gove MP
Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster, Minister for
the Cabinet Office

The Rt Hon Ben Wallace MP
Secretary of State for Defence

The Rt Hon Alok Sharma MP
Secretary of State for Business, Energy and
Industrial Strategy, Minister for COP26

The Rt Hon Dr Thérése Coffey MP
Secretary of State for Work and Pensions

The Rt Hon George Eustice MP
Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural
Affairs

The Rt Hon Grant Shapps MP
Secretary of State for Transport
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The Rt Hon Brandon Lewis CBE MP The Rt Hon Alister JJack MP
Secretary of State for Northern Ireland Secretary of State for Scotland

The Rt Hon Simon Hart MP The Rt Hon Baroness Evans of Bowes Park
Secretary of State for Wales Lord Privy Seal, and Leader of the House of Lords

The Rt Hon Oliver Dowden CBE MP The Rt Hon Anne-Marie Trevelyan MP
Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Secretary of State for International Development
Sport

The Rt Hon Amanda Milling MP
Minister without Portfolio (and Conservative Party Chair)

ALSO PRESENT

The Rt Hon Stephen Barclay MP
Chief Secretary to the Treasury

The Rt Hon Jacob Rees-MoggMP
Lord President of the Council, and Leader of the House of Commons

The Rt Hon Mark Spencer MP
Parliamentary Secretary to the Treasury (ChiefWhip)

The Rt Hon Suella Braverman QC MP
Attorney General

Professor Chris Whitty CB
ChiefMedical Officer for England and the UK

Sir Patrick Vallance
Government Chief Scientific Adviser

Secretariat

Sir Mark Sedwill
H MacNamara
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House of Commons about the return of Parliament. There wasI&S THE PRIMEMINISTER said that he had spoken to the Speaker of the
:

:

:

agreement that the Government needed to make progress on its
©

legislative programme. The Speaker of the House of Commons had
been supportive of the Government's approach to resume the activities'.
of Committees and physical sittings in the Chamber, with appropriate
social distancing, as soon as possible.

:

Irrelevant & Sensitive :

Summing up, THE PRIME MINISTER said that he supported the
resumption of Parliamentary activities as soon as possible. It was
understandable that colleagues were concerned about their own health
and those of their loved ones. However, it would be an important signal
for Cabinet colleagues to return to work in their departments, just as
many other workers had returned to their place ofwork.

The Cabinet:

- took note.

Hidden Harms THE PRIME MINISTER said that the Covid-19 (coronavirus)
outbreak had had a devastating impact on the lives of many people,
including those who were being abused during the lockdown. It was
appalling that incidents of domestic abuse had risen; and deeply
regrettable that the UK had such a high prevalence of online harm. This
had to be addressed.
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THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR HOME AFFAIRS said that
home should be a safe place but sadly it wasn't for many. The
coronavirus outbreak had weakened the safety net for some vulnerable :

people. There would be a summit on "hidden harms' later that day with
representatives from law enforcement, the criminal justice system,
victims' charities, local government and the private sector. The au:
was to develop an action plan that would protect vulnerable people as
the restrictions eased, taking a cross-Government and multi-agency
approach. The Government had put significant resources into tackling
these issues and it was vital to integrate the work to get the best results.

:

:

In discussion the following points were made: :

a) the summit was an opportunity.to listen to those most closely
involved; including victims. It would be important to
demonstrate action had been takén in response to concerns
raised. The Ministry of Justice had already committed £10
million for charities supporting victims of sexual violence, and
£15 million for those supporting victims of domestic abuse;

b) internet providers needed to take more responsibility to address
issues such as-stalking online and child sexual exploitation and
abuse. Some of the most severe offences were happening
online. Progress was continuing with the initiatives set out in
the. Online Harms White Paper and draft legislation would be
introduced later that year; and

-¢) schools were a vital part of the picture as they could identify
and address harms to young people. The UK had been the first
country in the world to keep its schools open for vulnerable
children. At first, only 29,000 children attended school; now
attendance had risen to 77,000. Schools, local authorities and
the health service were now working much more closely
together. That collaboration should be preserved as we came
out of the crisis.

Summing up, THE PRIME MINISTER said that the Government had
done a great deal to ensure that vulnerable people were protected and
knew how they could get help. The summit would be a valuable
opportunity to ensure that everything possible was being done to
support people, and that the relevant agencies were working together
effectively. There was more that internet providers could do to protect
vulnerable individuals online, and that should be a focus of the
continuing work on online harms.
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and Commonwealth Office was working to get as many high-
level participants as possible;

:

:

e) there was a risk that the coronavirus vaccine that was being
developed at the University ofOxford may never work But if'.
it did, perhaps as early as that September, the Government
should be in a position to provide the vaccine to all UK citizens.
The UK population should benefit from a vaccine discovered
and made in the UK, but the Summit was a great opportunity to
show that the UK also supported developing countries; and

f) Kate Bingham was doing an excellent J job as Chair of the UK's
Vaccine Taskforce.

Summing up, THE PRIME MINISTER said that over the previous
three months the world had fallen apart There had been an absence of
global leadership from individual countries and multilateral
institutions: international disagreements on the procurement of
personal protective equipment (PPE), and borders had hardened. There
had been no global agreement on-how to control the virus, when or how
to impose social distancing measures, or which medicine would be
effective to treat the virus. For a country that was internationalist in its
outlook, this was sad to see. The Global Vaccine Summit was the first
opportunity to briag the world together and map out how to immunise
against coronavirus, as well as other diseases. As well as working with
other countries, the UK would ensure its own population was
immunised.

The Cabinet:

- took note.

Covid-19 Response THE PRIME MINISTER said that decisions about changes to social
distancing measures would need to be made soon, in time to implement
them on 1 June. Those choices would be made in the coming days. The
Cabinet would meet early the following week to discuss and agree on
the approach. At that point there would need to be an understanding of
what was happening to 'R' (the reproduction rate of transmission) and
new cases. The balance between reopening the economy and keeping
down the risk of further infections would be a hard one.

Continuing, THE PRIME MINISTER said that reflecting on success
was important: the NHS had been protected and not overwhelmed,
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deaths and infection rates were declining, progress was being made on
PPE and the number of new cases in care homes was going down. He
was confident that a basic system to test, track and trace those with :

coronavirus and their close contacts would be in place by 1 June, and
would get better from there.

:

:

In discussion, the following points were made:

g) the Government's scientific advisors had full support. As
scientific understanding changed, the policy response would
need to evolve. The UK's response to coronavirus was a
success. Targets that were set, were met; :

h) the Health and Safety Executuye was working well with the
Department of Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy on
guidance for workplaces. They would be doing workplace spot
checks and as an employer, the Government would not be
exempt. It would be easier to drive forward a policy agenda
when civil servants were physically in the office. Some
departments' plans were more advanced than others on this.
Officials from Public Health England would be made available
to those ini departments who needed advice;

i) the test, track and trace system would only work if those who
had been in contact with someone showing symptoms of

- coronavirus self-isolated. This needed buy-in from the public,
which could be achieved by messaging about the ability to
reopen the wider economy. The impact of this self-isolation
could be particularly felt by SMEs;

j) the 'R' value was definitely under one and the UK was past the
peak of the virus. But if all the relaxation of social distancing
measures that were being suggested were implemented on 1

June, then it would go above one, so choices would have to be
made. ONS data showed that the number of people in the UK
who had already had coronavirus was relatively small, so
another outbreak could take off quickly;

k) the importance of the health and welfare of children meant that
reopening schools was a controversial issue. The aim was for
the maximum number of schools to open. Not all would return
at the same time as some schools and local authorities would
move slower. The sooner children could return to the
classroom, the more opportunity they would have. Engagement
with teachers' unions continued to be a challenge. Political
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gestures at the expense of children was a dangerous route to
take;

:

:

1) businesses in all sectors were expecting the economy to open.
according to the plan that had been published earlier that
month, and were preparing accordingly. There was more
sobering news on employment. At the beginning of March
unemployment had been at the lowest rate for forty years One
million additional people had become unemployed since then
bringing the total ofunemployed to over two million and there
were millions more on furlough, some of whom would not
return to jobs. Helping these people to get back to work, rebuild
their lives and provide security for their families would define
the Government economically and politically; and

m) the reopening of the housingmarket had gone well. On 13 May,
the first day of reopening, the number of people visiting the
property website RightMove had returned to pre-lockdown
daily levels. :

Summing up, THE' PRIME MINISTER said that he took full
responsibility for all decisions made; these were not the responsibility
of scientific advisers. The Government had to follow its own rules on
social distancing. Key messages to control the virus should be
reinforced wash hands, keep social distance, wear masks when
appropriate, and self-isolate if showing symptoms. The test, trace and
contain system would mean thousands of people self-isolating if they
had come into contact with someone who had tested positive for
coronavirus. This was not unjust: it meant that 66 million people would

able to live a freer life.

Continuing, THE PRIME MINISTER said that as difficult choices
were made the following week, the Cabinet should bear in mind that
the economic impact of coronavirus would have consequences for
deprivation and in turn for health outcomes. It was unlikely that the full
list of things that could be done on 1 June would be able to be
implemented, given the impact that would have on 'R'. He was
confident that progress would be made; the details would be discussed
at Cabinet the following week.

The Cabinet:

- took note.
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