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CABINET

Minutes of a Meeting of the Cabinet
held at 10 Downing Street on

TUESDAY 25" February 2020
At 0930 AM

PRESENT
The Rt Hon Boris Johnson MP

Prime Minister

The Rt Hon Rishi Sunak MP
Chancellor of the Exchequer

The Rt Hon Priti Patel MP
Secretary of State for the Home Department

The Rt Hon Robert Buckland QC MP
Lord Chancellor, and Secretary of State for Justice

The Rt Hon Matt Hancock MP
Secretary of State for Health and Social Care

The Rt Hon Elizabeth Truss MP
Secretary of State for International Trade, and
President of the Board of Trade, and Minister for
Women and Equalities

The Rt Hon Gavin Williamson CBE MP
Secretary of State for Education

The Rt Hon Robert Jenrick MP
Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and
Local Government

The Rt Hon Dominic Raab MP
First Secretary of State, and Secretary of State for
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs

The Rt Hon Michael Gove MP
Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster, Minister for
the Cabinet Office

The Rt Hon Ben Wallace MP
Secretary of State for Defence

The Rt Hon Alok Sharma MP
Secretary of State for Business, Energy and
Industrial Strategy, Minister for COP26

The Rt Hon Thérése CoffeyMP
Secretary of State for Work and Pensions

The Rt Hon George Eustice MP
Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural
Affairs

The Rt Hon Grant Shapps MP
Secretary of State for Transport
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The Rt Hon Brandon Lewis CBE MP The Rt Hon Alister JJack MP
Secretary of State for Northern Ireland Secretary of State for Scotland

The Rt Hon Simon Hart MP The Rt Hon Baroness Evans of Bowes Park
Secretary of State for Wales

The Rt Hon Oliver Dowden CBE MP
Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and
Sport

The Rt Hon Amanda Milling MP
Minister without Portfolio

ALSO PRESENT

The Rt Hon Stephen Barclay MP
Chief Secretary to the Treasury

The Rt Hon Jacob Rees-Mogg MP
Lord President of the Council, and Leader of the House of Commons

The Rt Hon Mark Spencer MP
Parliamentary Secretary to the Treasury (ChiefWhip)

The Rt Hon Suella Braverman QC MP
Attorney General

Secretariat

Sir Mark Sedwill
H MacNamara

KYoseph

Lord Privy Seal, and Leader of the House of Lords

The Rt Hon Anne-Marie Trevelyan MP
Secretary of State for International Development
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1&S :

:
:

Irrelevant & Sensitive :

Covid-19 (Coronavirus) THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE
said that there had been an increase in the number of cases of Covid-19
(coronavirus) in northern Italy. As a result, the Government's Chief
Medical Adviser had changed his advice: those with symptoms returning
from the region North of Pisa should self-isolate for 14 days. Those
returning from areas now quarantined should self-isolate regardless of
symptoms. If the number of global cases continued to rise, it would not be
possible to keep the number of cases in the UK to a handful.

Continuing, THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR HEALTH AND
SOCIAL CARE said that he was grateful to all Departments for their

.. regular engagement. It was important to be open and transparent about the
situation without alarming people. A lot of research had been done on how
public messaging was being received; a new public information campaign
would focus on the importance of handwashing, which was critical to
preventing the spread of the virus.

THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR FOREIGN AND
COMMONWEALTH AFFAIRS said that he was looking again at the
travel advice for South Korea and Italy.

Summing up, THE PRIME MINISTER said that he continued to be
grateful to the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care for his work
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and the tone of his public comments. It was encouraging that the rate of
new cases in China was decreasing.

The Cabinet:

- took note.

1&S
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