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Coronavirus latest news: Masks must be worn in shops, cafes and banks - but not
hairdressers, cinemas or concert halls

'‘Boris Bridge' linking Scotland to Northern Ireland could be as essential as M25, says
minister

UK is making post-Brexit trade deal 'unlikely', Michel Barnier warns
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Nicola Sturgeon has told Boris Johnson he should not “crow” about the union’s success in
tackling coronavirus, saying: “It’s not politics”.

The Prime Minister is in Scotland today, to champion the “might” of the union, and ruling
out a second referendum as support for independence grows.

Boris Johnson said the crisis had shown how the UK was “working together with money
for supporting people through furlough, the Army working on the testing, moving people
around”.

Although the pair aren’t meeting, his trip has clearly ruffled feathers within the SNP, with
the First Minister using her press conference to call him out.

“I don’t think any of us should be trying to use Covid, the pandemic and the crisis
situation we are facing... As some kind of political campaigning tool.

“This is a pandemic that has taken the lives of more than 50, 000 people across the UK,”
she added. “We have all tried to do our best but I don’t think any of us have grounds to
crow or feel satisfied about this. It’s not politics, it’s not a constitutional argument.”

Ms Sturgeon added: "Do I think there are things the UK Government could learn from
Scotland? Yes I do. An approach that is very much driven by elimination I think is one
thing they could learn.

"I would encourage the UK Government to do that because I think that would help all of
the countries of the UK to drive the infection to the lowest possible level and put us into
the strongest position going into winter."

5:17PM

UK accuses Russia of launching weapon-like projectile
The UK has accused Russia of launching a "projectile with the characteristics of a

weapon" during a satellite test.

It is the first time the UK has called out Russia for this sort of activity, which Air Vice-
Marshal Harvey Smyth said "threatens the peaceful use of space".

Air Vice-Marshal Smyth, the head of the UK's space directorate, added: "We call on
Russia to avoid any further such testing.
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"We also urge Russia to continue to work constructively with the UK and other
partners to encourage responsible behaviour in space."

5:07PM

Boris Johnson lands at RAF base
Boris Johnson has has arrived at an RAF base in Moray after spending time in Orkney

on his one-day visit to Scotland.

His visit to RAF Lossiemouth coincides with a £100m home for submarine hunter
planes at the base being handed over from Boeing to the Ministry of Defence.

Boris Johnson looks at a Typhoon fighter jet Credit: PA

4.55PM

Watch again: EU must 'internalise and accept' that UK is independent state,
says Brexit negotiator David Frost
David Frost struck a cautiously upbeat note about the prospect of a Brexit deal this

side of Christmas - but he said it could only happen if the EU accepted that the UK is
now an independent state.

Watch what he had to say again
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4:35PM

Watch: Boris Johnson's turbulent and unforgettable first year in office
We'll be making a splash over Boris Johnson's first anniversary tomorrow, looking

back at the highs and lows of his time at Number 10 so far.

But ahead of that here's something we made earlier.

4:24PM
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Have your say on: the Boris Bridge
We are expecting to hear from the Prime Minister this evening, where he might be

asked about plans for the bridge linking Scotland with Northern Ireland.

Cabinet minister Brandon Lewis seemed very enthusiastic about it this morning,
comparing it to the M25, which once seemed a controversial piece of infrastructure
but "no one can imagine life without it around London now".

Do you think the bridge could become that vital? Or is it destined to become a white
elephant?

Have your say in the poll below.

4:14PM

Liz Truss refuses to discuss leaked border letter
Liz Truss has been challenged over her letter, which warned that Boris Johnson's

Brexit border plans could result in smuggling and the breaking of international rules
in a leaked letter.
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The International Trade Secretary's letter to Cabinet ministers, which warned that
the new regime risks the UK's international credibility, and was leaked to Business
Insider earlier this month.

But Ms Truss refused to answer the questions put to her by Lord Kerr, saying: "I am
not going to respond to issues that arise from a leaked document."

Challenged about the substance of the letter, she added: "I am very confident we have
robust plans in place at the border."

3:57PM

Labour urges Government not to 'waiver' as China moves to block Hong
Kong offer
I'm just going to break away from Liz Truss' evidence as Labour has responded to the

news that China has moved to block the UK’s offer of citizenship to Hong Kong
residents, suggesting it will not recognise their passports as valid documents.

Lisa Nandy, the shadow foreign secretary, said this move reinforces the need "to
coordinate a global response to China’s erosion of the rights and freedoms of the
people of Hong Kong" as well as Uighur Muslims in Xinjiang.

She urged the Government not to "waiver in its commitment to Hong Kong", saying
her counterpart Dominic Raab must seek a guarantee from China that citizens' travel
will "not be restricted on illegitimate grounds".

She added: "The Foreign Secretary must summon the Chinese Ambassador without
delay to reiterate the UK’s commitment to the people of Hong Kong and demand
assurances that the validity of British passports will be upheld."

Earlier today a spokesman for China's foreign ministry said the UK’s visa offer to BNO-
passport holders meant its “previous assurances are no longer valid” and accused it of
“politically manipulating” the issue.

“It has broken its promises and violated international law and basic norms,” the
spokesman said, adding: “So China will consider not recognising BNO as a valid travel
document.”

3:46PM

UK would back off US trade deal if gin levies are imposed, says Liz Truss
The UK may walk away from trade talks with the US if tariffs are imposed on gin, Liz

Truss has hinted.
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