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2021 Deirdre Griffith

VENUE: FM Advisers: Philip Weir
Richard Bullick
dFM Advisers:

LIST OF ATTENDEES included: First Minister and deputy First Minister
First Minister ofWales
First Minister of Scotland
Steve Barclay, CDL - Chair
Simon Clarke - CST
Chris Whitty, CMO
Jenny Harries, Public Health England
Gregor Smith, CMO Scotland
Robin Swann, MOH

HOCS
Deirdre Griffith, PPS FM
Donal Moran, PPS dFM
(48 participants)

KEY POINTS Update on Covid issues.
DISCUSSED: An outline of the current covid situation was provided. Peak of

cases is higher than last winter. 70% is omicron with doubling
every 2 days in England. NI rise is smaller and Wales flat.
Young adults are driving the growth. Some increase in older
age group. Admission date showing small rise in England- not yt
in other nations. 40-50% of adults are boosted. Tube usage
falling.
Chris Whitty indicated that not clear when the peak will be
reached. Scottish CMO indicated similar position but data too
sparse to be definitive.
Different absence rates might create workforce pressures.
FM SG: impact of absences will vary in sectors. Gap in
discussion about how to mitigate those pressures and to try and
flatten the curve. What financial support would be available for
businesses suffering now?
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FM Wales - agreed with FM SG - already publically announced
after Christmas DAs would be opening on different terms.
FM (Paul Givan) - Geographic limitations make it difficult to
share support across different services if staff shortages,
Access to reciprocal arrangements is needed. Queried the
position on whether exemptions will be needed in key sectors.
Isolation policy changes has had an impact. May need some
flexibility.
dFM - Important to plan - need resources and finances to take
policy decisions. This issue has been raised consistently.
Finance Ministers need to meet in her view.

Simon Clarke - CST indicated that he had heard the issues.
Will uplift funding and will announce double money on
Wednesday. £150 million for NI Executive (SG £440 and WG
£270).
Jenny Harries indicated that isolation was to prevent onward
transmission. H&SC workers are different due to vulnerable
nature. Considering changes around Lateral flow tests and
number of days.

FM SG - Is new money genuinely new (not new money last
week)?
Can't plan on the basis of pots of money- what can be triggered
to protect public health - need early discussion.
Simon Clarke - certainty of spend against Barnett but there will
be reconciliation in sup estimates.
CDL - Key areas are similar, mutual aid may be difficult.
Prioritising LFT and isolation. Looking at UK wide transport
issues.
NoneACTION

POINTS:

INQ0003045120002


