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Transport implications of UK adopting international travel/border restrictions

This paper summarises:

a) the current international approach to closing borders,
b) the implications for the UK of adopting travel/border restrictions.

We have focused on the main implications of restricting travel from Europe.

Annex A sets out the existing legal powers available to the Government to restrict
travel. Annex B sets out initial thinking on maintaining freight flows. In the time
available we have not engaged with other Departments - including the Home
Office which is responsible for the UK border.

A. International situation

Globally the international situation is fast evolving with many countries imposing
border restrictions from either specific countries/regions or globally, generally with
exceptions for nationals returning. In considering this approach many have combined
this with financial support to the sectors most impacted. We understand a number
such as Norway have had to row back on initial approaches in order to ensure that
freight and supply chains remain open.

The range of travel restrictions in place can be summarised as:

a) Suspending international passenger transport/flights (Poland (land exit
allowed), Latvia, Saudi Arabia)

b) Bans on foreign nationals entering the country (Czech Republic, Denmark,
Slovakia)

c) Ban on foreign nationals entering from particular countries (USA)
d) Requiring incoming passengers to self isolate for 14 days (New Zealand,

Finland)
e) Ceasing to issues visas (UAE/India)
f) Closing some airports (Italy is closing all but one airport in each region)

We can provide further details if required.

B: The implications for UK of adopting travel/border restrictions

We have set out below the potential implications if the UK were to impose significant
new travel restrictions for freight, aviation, maritime and rail. In considering the
implications of any changes we should take into account:

e The international picture is moving rapidly - actions of other countries will
likely further exacerbate the position set out below. Any UK actions could
also lead to reciprocal responses from others.

e The implications for freight and our supply lines - both during the corona virus
outbreak and as we recover beyond.

e The need to facilitate the return of UK nationals overseas.
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